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KEY DATES

Olde Orchard Alternative 

BE THE PANDA

Sept  2: Labor Day
No School

Sept  6: Bus Safety Day for K-3
For Grades K to 3

Sept  10: Picture Day
Full Uniforms Only Please

Sept  10: PTO Meet ing 6-7
First PTO Meeting of the Year

Sept  11: 90 Minute Early Release 
Dismissal at 2

Sept  19:  Parent  Meet ing 6-7
Meeting for Kindergarten Families

Sept  26: Open House 6-7
Welcome!

Sept : ESL Parent  Night
Information Coming Soon

Oct  10: Grade 1 Field Trip
Slate Run Historical Farm

WHAT'S THIS ABOUT AN ACTIVITY FEE?

Welcome, Olde Orchard 
Families! This year our school 
theme is "Be the Panda." Be 
the Panda means we walk, 
talk, demonstrate, and live the 
Panda Pride Promise:

I promise to

Be respectful and kind

Be responsible

Be ready to learn and 

Be safe and in control

The Panda Pride Promise was 

developed to encourage 
students and staff to be the 
best they can be  so they are 
successful not only in school 
but also in life. We encourage 
families to talk with students 
about what Being the Panda 
means.  

You'll find this year's theme 
on Olde Orchard's 2019-20 
school shirts. Buy a shirt  from 
the PTO and Be the Panda 
inside and out !

Your student 's $15 Act ivity Fee goes toward field trip fees and 
transportat ion as well as addit ional academic supplies like 
experiments and materials. You can find tutorials on paying the 
Act ivity Fee, creat ing a Parent Portal account, and other 
information on the Olde Orchard school website at 
www.ccsoh.us/OldeOrchardES under the Families tab and 
direct ly at shoppandapride.com/tutorials.

IMPORTANT!  Pickup and Dropoff is on Harvest  
Lane only. Please do not pick up or drop off 
students in the parking lot . Parents are never to 
park, wait , or drive in the Bus Lane at  any t ime. 

Thank you for helping us keep your children safe.



MRS. PALMER, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL WELCOME, NURSE STARR!

MRS. THOMPSON, GRADE 5

Mrs. Thompson has been teaching in 
Columbus for more than twenty years and 
she's excited to start  a new chapter with 
Olde Orchard. Her teaching passion is ELA 
which makes her the perfect fit  for Olde 
Orchard, a Columbus City Schools Literacy 
School. She loves gett ing kids excited about 
reading and communicat ing through writ ing 
and speaking. She's dedicated to hunt ing 
down new, high-quality books for young 
adults, and she's got some great t it les to 
share with fifth graders this year!   

Mrs. Palmer has been with CCS for nineteen 
years. She spent eight years as a classroom 
teacher at Eakin and Forest Park ESs, five 
years as a Math and Science Specialist  at  
Winterset Elementary, four years as an 
Instruct ional Coach at Innis ES, and spent 
last year as a Leadership Intern at Hubbard 
Elementary. She's a great fit  for Olde 
Orchard and we are super excited about her 
addit ion to our school!

 IN TRO D U CIN G O U R N EW  PA N DA  STA FF

Mrs. Tammy L. Starr RN, LSN, BSN has been 
with CCS for four years. She's been a nurse 
for eighteen years with fourteen of those 
years in a hospital sett ing. We are thankful to 
have Nurse Starr with us full t ime this year.

MS. KATT, DIRECTIONS FOR YOUTH 

Ms. Katt  works for Direct ions For Youth and 
Families. She is a licensed social worker and 
has extensive training in trauma-informed 
care. With parent permission, she provides 
counseling with a strength-based approach 
to children who sometimes struggle with 
sadness, anxiety, and anger, as well as those 
with behavioral issues or have experienced 
trauma. This is her third year at Olde 
Orchard and she is very excited to be back 
and partnering with a school  that takes into 
considerat ion  the mental health needs of its 
students. 

Please welcome Ms. Whitmore! This is her 
nineteenth year in the CCS District  and she 
teaches English as a Second Language. Ms. 
Whitmore has a great team and we're glad to 
have her start  up our first  year as an ESL 
school. Stay tuned for more information 
about an ESL Parent Night coming soon in 
September! Interpreters will be onsite.

MS. WHITMORE, ESL



  

Barbara Case is Olde Orchard's school counselor. She is 
excited to return  to our school for her fifth year and looks 
forward to working with students, families, and teachers. 

Mrs. Case works with students through classroom 
guidance lessons and luncht ime small groups and also 
meets with individual students.  Each month she will 
include information in the newsletter about helping 
students be the best they can be, both academically and 
socially. 

Mrs. Case is available to help parents with quest ions or 
concerns or or those looking for community resources by 
phone at 614-365-5388 or direct at 380-997-2473, by 
email at  bcase6202@columbus.k12.oh.us, and on Dojo. 
Please also reach out if you'd like information about a 
part icular topic. She's looking forward to a  great year!

FROM THE SCHOOL COUNSELOR DFYF

Students cannot  be dropped off before 8:30. There are no 
teachers on duty to watch them. 

Please not ify the office before 2:00 P.M. on the day of a 
change if you plan to pick up your child early or otherwise 
change your regular dismissal procedure so that we may 
make adjustments in t ime.  Not ificat ion should be sent by 
email to oldeorchardes@columbus.k12.oh.us or by 
physical note to the office. Dojo messages cannot be 
accepted. Thank you for working with us to keep your 
children safe. 

As part  of our commitment to healthy eat ing at  Olde 
Orchard, please refrain from allowing children to bring 
candy or pop to school in packed lunches. Large bags of 
chips are also prohibited. 

Many of our students have serious allergies and all food 
items brought to school can only be consumed by the 
student who packed them. Food items cannot  be shared. 

Direct ions For Youth and Families 
is a leading resiliency-oriented 
and trauma-informed agency 
providing counseling and 
prevent ion services including 
after school and summer 
programs.  Olde Orchard 
current ly part icipates in the 
School Connect ions program with 
DFYF that consists of individual 
counseling services for students 
ident ified through school 
personnel or by parent request. 
Students can be referred for 
services due to trauma, school 
concerns, behavioral and 
emotional concerns, and family 
conflict  or loss. Parents must 
consent to treatment before a 
student can start  services with 
DFYF.

DROPOFF, PICKUP, AND LUNCHROOM

 K EEPIN G O U R STU D EN TS SA FE A N D  H EA LTH Y

SPECIAL OCCASIONS

Birthdays are special at Olde 
Orchard and we celebrate with 
birthday pencils. Please do not 
send food or balloons to the 
school on your child's birthday. 
For our students' safety, please do 
not send food or candy to school 
or in lunches for Halloween, 
Valent ine's Day, or any other 
special occasion either.



SPONSOR A CHILD THIS YEAR REMINDERS FOR PARENTS

Columbus City School updates the 
District  app with current situat ions 
and not ificat ions regarding Early 
Dismissal, Beat the Heat messages, 
bus bullet ins, school lunch menus, and 
other information. Please remember 
to download the Columbus City 
Schools - OH (Spirit  of CCS) official 
app. It 's a helpful communicat ion tool 
for future CCS updates also.

Olde Orchard is a uniform school. 
Parents of students not in dress code 
will be called to bring in proper 
clothing for school. 

Personal bags like fanny packs, mini 
backpacks, and purses of any kind are 
not  permit ted at  Olde Orchard. 
Please have your students keep these 
items at home. 

Students need to be on t ime to school 
and in school every day. Please 
encourage your child to come to 
school ready to learn, dressed in 
appropriate school uniform,  and 
without prohibited items.

Please be considerate in the 
walker/rider pickup line. Parking on 
the opposite side of the street and 
cut t ing in line is not  permit ted. 
Parents who do so will be redirected.

Picking up students on the wrong side 
of the street is a safety hazard and is 
prohibited. Please wait  in the 
authorized Harvest  Lane pickup line 
so as to retrieve your child on the side 
of the street closest to the school.

P.E. NOTE FROM COACH GATTSHALL

We are up and moving in Physical Educat ion Class. 
Please make sure all students know their PE day 
and are dressed to be physically act ive with 
athlet ic shoes and pants or shorts so they can be 
comfortable moving in different ways.

Please take a moment to visit  
shoppandapride.com/shop/sponsor and donate to 
provide all the school supplies an Olde Orchard 
student in need requires for the 2019-20 school 
year. Sponsor Packs are $43 and come with a free 
Olde Orchard Spiritwear T-shirt  for your student.

FIRST GRADE NEWS

First Grade will be traveling by bus on Thursday, 
October 10 to Slate Run Historical Farm. Parents, 
please make sure to pay your student 's act ivity 
fee online as these are used to fund field trips and 
busing. 

Tutorials on paying the act ivity fee, creat ing a 
Parent Portal account, and other information can 
be found at shoppandapride.com/tutorials or 
under Families at  www.ccsoh.us/OldeOrchardES.
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