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Grade 6 ELA 

Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key 
Points 

1 

Evidence-

Based 

Selected 

Response 

Vocabulary 

Determine or clarify the meaning 

of unknown and multiple-

meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 6 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies. 

--- 2 points 

2 

Multi-

Select 

Item 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Cite textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

D, E 1 point 

3 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze how a particular 

sentence, chapter, scene, or 

stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and 

contributes to the development 

of the theme, setting, or plot. 

A 1 point 

4 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in 

a text, including figurative and 

connotative meanings; analyze 

the impact of a specific word 

choice on meaning and tone. 

D 1 point 

5 
Multiple 

Choice 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Describe how a particular story’s 

or drama’s plot unfolds in a series 

of episodes as well as how the 

characters respond or change 

as the plot moves toward a 

resolution. 

C 1 point 
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Grade 6 ELA 

Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 

Answer 

Key 
Points 

6 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze how a particular 

sentence, chapter, scene, or 

stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and 

contributes to the development 

of the theme, setting, or plot. 

A 1 point 

7 

Evidence-

Based 

Selected 

Response 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Determine a theme or central 

idea of a text and how it is 

conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the 

text distinct from personal 

opinions or judgments. 

C; A 2 points 

8 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze how a particular 

sentence, paragraph, chapter, 

or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and 

contributes to the development 

of the ideas. 

C 1 point 

9 

Evidence-

Based 

Selected 

Response 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Cite textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

C; B 2 points 

10 
Multiple 

Choice 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Analyze in detail how a key 

individual, event, or idea is 

introduced, illustrated, and 

elaborated in a text (e.g., 

through examples or 

anecdotes). 

D 1 point 

11 
Hot Text 

Item 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Cite textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

--- 1 point 
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Grade 6 ELA 

Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 

Answer 

Key 
Points 

12 

Evidence-

Based 

Selected 

Response 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Determine a central idea of a 

text and how it is conveyed 

through particular details; 

provide a summary of the text 

distinct from personal opinions 

or judgments. 

D; D 2 points 

13 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze how a particular 

sentence, paragraph, chapter, 

or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and 

contributes to the development 

of the ideas. 

B 1 point 

14 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings. 

D 1 point 

15 
Multiple 

Choice 
Vocabulary 

Demonstrate understanding 

of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

B 1 point 

16 
Matching 

Item 

Integration of 

Knowledge and 

Ideas 

Compare and contrast one 

author’s presentation of events 

with that of another (e.g., a 

memoir written by and a 

biography on the same person). 

--- 1 point 

17 
Extended 

Response 
Explanatory 

Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas, concepts, and 

information through the 

selection, organization, and 

analysis of relevant content. 

--- 10 points 
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Grade 6  

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 1 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

Question 1 

16416 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit (2 point) response includes: 

 “calling unsuccessfully” selected in Part A;

AND

 “for no one answered,” OR “and not a trace of him could she find;”

selected in Part B (2 points).

Note: No credit will be given for a correct response in Part B if Part A is incorrect. 

Points Possible: 2 

Content Strand: Vocabulary 

Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 1 

 

Sample Responses 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



8 

Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives full credit (2 points) because the 

correct answer for Part A was selected, and one of the 

correct answers for Part B (“for no one answered,”) was 

selected. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives full credit (2 points) because the 

correct answer for Part A was selected, and one of the 

correct answers for Part B (“and not a trace of him could she 

find;”) was selected. 



10 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but the answer 

selected in Part B (“Up and down the paths and avenues ran 

poor Beauty,”) is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but the answer 

selected in Part B (“until at last, quite tired, she stopped for a 

minute’s rest,”) is incorrect. 



12 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but the answer 

selected in Part B (“and saw that she was standing opposite 

the shady path she had seen in her dream.”) is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but no answer was 

selected in Part B. 



14 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answer 

selected in Part B (“Up and down the paths and avenues ran 

poor Beauty,”) is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answer 

selected in Part B (“and saw that she was standing opposite 

the shady path she had seen in her dream.”) is incorrect. 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 2 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 2 

16411 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. This quotation shows that Beauty is 

concerned for the Beast’s well-being, but it does not show the Beast acting 

courteously toward Beauty. 

 

Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. This quotation shows that Beauty has 

fallen in love with the Beast, but it does not show the Beast acting courteously. 

 

Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. This quotation shows the Beast 

speaking to Beauty, but it does not show the Beast acting courteously. 

 

Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – This quotation shows the Beast acting 

courteously by speaking politely and telling Beauty to rest after a great ordeal; 

Beauty is relieved that the Beast is courteous rather than mean to her. 

 

Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – This quotation shows the Beast acting courteously 

by being concerned for Beauty’s comfort and time spent with her family. 

 

Rationale for Sixth Option: This is incorrect. This quotation shows the result of 

Beauty’s compassion toward the Beast, but it does not show the Beast acting 

courteously toward Beauty. 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 2 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives full credit (1 point) because both 

correct answers are selected. For this item, a full-credit   

(1 point) response includes: 

 “‘But go back now and rest, I shall see you again by

and by.’” (paragraph 14)

AND

 “…and afterward the Beast came in as usual, and

talked about the time she had spent with her father,

asking if she had enjoyed herself, and if they had all

been very glad to see her.” (paragraph 15)
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the first 

answer selected is incorrect. Although the second answer 

selected is correct, in order to receive credit for this item, 

students must select both correct answer options. No partial 

credit is awarded for this item type. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because only     

one of the correct answers is selected. In order to receive 

credit for this item, students must select both correct answer 

options.  



25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 3 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 3 

16493 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, 

scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and 

contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – The last paragraph shows that Beauty’s 

acceptance of the Beast turns him into the Prince. This supports the theme 

that true love goes beyond looks. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Beauty agrees to marry the Beast in 

paragraph 17, and this decision is not reversed by the events of paragraph 19. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The last paragraph refers to the Beast’s 

disappearance, but it implies that he turns into the Prince, so the end does not 

add a new mystery about where the Beast went; rather, it explains it. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The last paragraph comes just after 

Beauty agrees to marry the Beast, and the Prince is introduced, but Beauty is 

not forced to choose between them. The Beast turns into the Prince, so they 

are not in competition with each other. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 





29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 4 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 4 

16415 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While “reassured” may suggest 

deception, and the Beast wants to convince Beauty to marry him, that is not 

the focus of these phrases or this paragraph. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While Beauty feels “reassured”, and she 

may miss her family after visiting them, these phrases do not emphasize a 

sense or feeling of isolation in Beauty. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the first phrase especially reveals 

the Beast’s kindness, as do his questions in the rest of paragraph 15, the 

passage has already established his point of view in earlier paragraphs. 

 

Rationale for Option D: Key – These phrases and the entire paragraph serve to 

suggest normalcy and routine in the relationship between Beauty and the 

Beast, which supports the happy ending when they get engaged. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 5 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 5 

16429 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot 

unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond 

or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Paragraphs 10 to 13 mention “horror”, 

“crying”, and “frightened”, but Beauty's encounter with the Beast in the cave 

reveals how much she loves and cares for him, not that she should be fearful 

of him. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Beauty realizes the depth of her 

feelings for the Beast through their interaction in the cave, not that she must 

remain out of guilt or that he will die without her. 

 

Rationale for Option C: Key – Beauty first realizes that she loves the Beast when 

she finds him in the cave and worries that he may be ill. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While captivity may not be ideal for 

either character, that is a minor detail and not the focus of this encounter. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 6 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 

16430 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, 

scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and 

contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – The paragraph describes fireworks outside the 

palace instantly when Beauty answers the Beast, and fireflies forming the 

words “Long live the Prince and his Bride”; this indicates that the setting is 

thrilling and elaborate. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The paragraph makes no mention of 

the absence or presence of people besides Beauty and the Beast, and 

therefore doesn’t suggest that the setting is vast and unpopulated. Paragraph 

15 notes that “supper was awaiting her”, which suggests that servants live in 

the palace. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The blaze of light and fireworks are 

described as being part of a celebration, not as an indication that the story is 

taking place in a dangerous location. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While there are fantastical elements in 

the story, and the sentence in paragraph 10 describes how Beauty had seen 

the cave before in her dream, there is nothing in the selected sentence that 

suggests that the story is taking place on stage. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 7 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 7 

16491 

Points Possible: 2 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 

how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of 

the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Beauty is happy to return to the 

castle, this is a moment within the passage and not representative of a theme 

developed throughout. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While Beast does change into a prince 

at the end, it is not a theme of the passage that it can be difficult to adjust to 

change. 

 

Rationale for Option C: Key – Beauty is able to see beyond the fierce exterior 

of the Beast and love him despite this. 
 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Beauty does wait until the last 

minute to return to Beast, waiting to make decisions did not lead to her 

unhappiness and is not a theme developed in the passage. 

 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: Key – This detail demonstrates Beauty’s ability to love 

Beast despite his appearance. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This sentence demonstrates that 

Beauty’s sisters have easily accepted her leaving, which could be 

misunderstood as supportive of option B in Part A, but this is not supportive of 

the theme of the passage. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This sentence demonstrates Beauty 

waiting to return to the castle, which could be misunderstood as supporting 

option D in Part A, but that is not a theme in the passage. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This sentence demonstrates how 

comforting it is for everything to be the same, which could be misunderstood 

as supporting options A or B in Part A, but these are not themes developed in 

the passage. 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 7 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives full credit (2 points) because the 

correct answer was selected in both Part A and Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 

answer was selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 

answer was selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 

answer was selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answer 

selected in Part B is correct. Students do not receive partial 

credit on this item type when Part A is incorrect and Part B is 

correct. In order to receive partial credit (1 point) for this item, 

students are required to select the correct answer in Part A.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answer 

selected in Part B is incorrect.  
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Grade 6  

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Stimulus for Questions 8 – 17 
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Stimulus for Questions 8 – 17 
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680 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 8 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 8 

16424 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, 

chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and 

contributes to the development of the ideas. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Sousa did write a song about 

baseball, the baseball team itself was not connected to his writing practices. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While this does show that Sousa took 

part in activities other than music, it is meant to show that the band still made 

time for fun, not that he was talented at baseball. 

 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The description of the baseball team comes 

directly after the sentence that states, “they still managed to find the time for 

other fun”. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While baseball is a part of American 

culture, the description does not show how the band spread this culture to the 

world. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 9 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 9 

 
16419 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 2 

 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

 

Content Standard: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the author does tell about 

Sousa’s hard work, this does not support the claim that Sousa was a superstar. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the author does mention an 

inspiration for one of Sousa’s songs, this does not support the claim that Sousa 

was a superstar. 

 

Rationale for Option C: Key – A superstar does extraordinary things, such as 

remain popular for a long time and take worldwide tours. 
 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the author does tell about 

how Sousa created the band, this does not support the claim that Sousa was 

a superstar. 

 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although this is an important detail 

about Sousa, it is not directly related to what made Sousa so popular. 

 

Rationale for Option B: Key – This excerpt provides details that support the 

claim that Sousa was extremely popular for a long time. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although this is an important detail 

about Sousa, it is not directly related to his superstar status. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although this is an interesting detail 

about Sousa and the band, it is not directly related to his superstar status. 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 9 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives full credit (2 points) because the 

correct answer was selected in both Part A and Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 

answer was selected in Part B. 



68 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 

answer was selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 

answer was selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answer 

selected in Part B is incorrect.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answer 

selected in Part B is incorrect.  
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 10 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



74 

Question 10 

16420 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or 

idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through 

examples or anecdotes). 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This sentence discusses the influences 

that Sousa drew on when forming the band; however, this demonstrates how 

he supported the band musically, not outside of his musical role. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This sentence discusses the popularity 

of the Sousa band and the fact that they remained popular over several 

decades, but it does not develop the idea that Sousa supported the band 

outside of his musical role. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This sentence discusses one way that 

Sousa supported the band in a musical context, but it does not develop the 

idea that he supported the band outside of his musical role. 

 

Rationale for Option D: Key – This sentence develops the idea that Sousa 

supported the band outside of his musical role, indicating that he made 

“managerial decisions” related to uniform design and tour planning. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 11 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 11 

 
16431 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit (1 point) response includes: 

 “Some members of their audience had seen smaller bands or played 

music at home with their families, but a Sousa Band performance was 

their first exposure to classical music and professional musicians.” (1 point); 

OR 

 “It was also their chance to see a famous composer.” (1 point). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 1 

 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

 

Content Standard: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 11 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives full credit (1 point) because one of the 

correct answers (“Some members of their audience had seen 

smaller bands or played music at home with their families, but 

a Sousa Band performance was their first exposure to 

classical music and professional musicians.”) was selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the text 

selected (“During his prime, Sousa was one of the best-known 

musicians in the world.”) is not one of the correct answers. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the text 

selected (“Many consider him to be the first American 

superstar.”) is not one of the correct answers. 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 12 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 12 

16418 

Points Possible: 2 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Determine a central idea of a text and how it is 

conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text 

distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This is part of the concluding sentence, 

but it is not a central idea of the passage as a whole. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Sousa was a military musician, but the 

passage focuses on his role in bringing classical music to ordinary people. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The passage describes Sousa and the 

Sousa Band together, but its focus is not one’s importance to the other. 

 

Rationale for Option D: Key – This central idea runs throughout the passage. 

 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this sentence explains what 

made Sousa’s band unique, it does not support the idea that the band had 

lasting popularity. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While this sentence explains that Sousa 

had many responsibilities as the leader of the band, that does not directly 

relate to the lasting popularity of the band. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this sentence describes Sousa’s 

stage presence, that does not directly relate to the lasting popularity of the 

band. 

 

Rationale for Option D: Key – This sentence shows that Sousa’s band was 

popular for a long time, which supports the central idea that Sousa created a 

band that had lasting popularity. 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 12 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives full credit (2 points) because the 

correct answer was selected in both Part A and Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 

answer was selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 

answer was selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the 

correct answer was selected in Part A, but an incorrect 

answer was selected in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answer 

selected in Part B is correct. Students do not receive partial 

credit on this item type when Part A is incorrect and Part B is 

correct. In order to receive partial credit (1 point) for this item, 

students are required to select the correct answer in Part A. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

answer selected in Part A is incorrect, and the answer 

selected in Part B is incorrect.  
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 13 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 13 

16426 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, 

chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and 

contributes to the development of the ideas. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This paragraph is meant to show how 

the band came about rather than to address a difficult time in Sousa’s career. 

 

Rationale for Option B: Key – This paragraph shows how Sousa’s band came to 

be. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. There is not a lot of evidence in the 

paragraph to support that luck contributed to Sousa’s success; rather, it shows 

how Sousa transitioned from one band to another. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the paragraph demonstrates 

how Sousa shifted from one band to the other, the steps described are meant 

to show how this shift took place, not to teach other musicians how to follow in 

his footsteps. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 14 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 14 

 
16425 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 1 

 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While it may seem like a tedious task to 

Sousa to count how many marches he has written, the word “colossal” refers 

to the size or difficulty of the task. It does not refer to Sousa’s feelings about the 

task. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The fact that Sousa has a difficult time 

coming up with an exact number shows that the task is not familiar to his 

memory. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While it may be flattering to Sousa to 

be asked about his accomplishments in writing marches, the word “colossal” 

refers to the size or difficulty of the task. It does not refer to Sousa’s feelings 

about the task. 

 

Rationale for Option D: Key – This word is a synonym for “large in size” or 

“huge”. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 15 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 15 

 
16422 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 1 

 

Content Strand: Vocabulary 

 

Content Standard: Demonstrate understanding of figurative 

language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although audiences did not like the 

opera, Sousa eventually came to believe that their opinion was not harsh. 

 

Rationale for Option B: Key – Sousa says that he eventually came to accept 

the opinion of audiences. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the expression sounds as 

though it might be describing physical space, this is not the meaning of the 

phrase. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although it can take time for 

something to be truly understood for its accomplishments in the arts, this is not 

the meaning of the phrase. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 16 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 16 

16421 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit (1 point) response includes: 

 “Both” selected for “The passage discusses how the Sousa Band was

formed.”;

AND

 “Passage 2” selected for “The passage includes Sousa’s own thoughts

about his career.”;

AND

 “Passage 1” selected for “The passage explains how Sousa was able to

get good musicians to join his band.” (1 point).

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

Content Standard: Compare and contrast one author’s presentation 

of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a 

biography on the same person). 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 16 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives full credit (1 point) because the correct 

answer box was selected for each row in the table. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives no credit (0 points). While the correct 

answer boxes were selected for the second and third rows in 

the table, the answer box selected for the first row is 

incorrect. In order to receive credit for this item type, students 

must select the correct answer boxes for every row in the 

table. No partial credit is awarded for this item type.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points). While the correct 

answer box was selected for the first row in the table, the 

answer boxes selected for the second and third rows are 

incorrect. In order to receive credit for this item type, students 

must select the correct answer boxes for every row in the 

table. No partial credit is awarded for this item type.  
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 17 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 17 

16432 

 

Points Possible: 10 

Content Strand: Explanatory 

Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 

concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Practice Test 

 

Question 17 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 10 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives full credit (10 points). The response is 

fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, 

audience, and task (Through hard work and a large 

knowledge of music, Sousa was able to have a long career 

and became one of the most popular musicians of his time.). 

Thorough, relevant, and convincing evidence and 

elaboration are provided to support the response (In creating 

the band and the type of music it would play, he had to 

have an understanding of what other types of music were 

popular at the time and how he could combine them to form 

something new. As Passage 1 states,…).  

 

An effective organizational structure is provided using an 

introduction, conclusion, transitions (e.g., in addition; Sousa 

also…), and logically grouped ideas to demonstrate clarity 

and cohesion, making it easy to follow the writer’s progression 

of ideas (topic sentences were followed by evidence and 

inferences from the text). The response demonstrates 

adequate command of basic conventions (no blatant errors 

or patterns of errors and adequate use of punctuation, 

capitalization, sentence formation, and spelling). 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives partial credit (8 points). The response is 

adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, 

audience, and task (Sousa was successful because he tried new 

things… [and] was determined). Adequate evidence and 

elaboration are provided to support the response (Passage 1 

states that he combined different types of music…).  

 

An adequate organizational structure is provided using an 

introduction, conclusion, transitions (first; another reason; in 

conclusion), and logically grouped ideas to demonstrate general 

clarity and cohesion, making it easy to follow the writer’s 

progression of ideas (topic sentences were followed by evidence 

and inferences from the text). The response demonstrates 

adequate command of basic conventions (no blatant errors or 

patterns of errors and adequate use of punctuation, 

capitalization, sentence formation, and spelling). 
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Sample Response: 5 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives partial credit (5 points). The response is 

somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task 

(I think John Phillip Sousa was successful because he was a 

good leader) but includes loosely related material (I know he 

was a good leader because other people asked him to start 

the band). Minimal and simplistic evidence and elaboration 

are provided to support the response (People liked the music 

so that’s why they went on tour so much).  

 

A very basic organizational structure is provided using a 

simplistic introduction, conclusion, transitions, and grouped 

ideas. The response demonstrates partial command of basic 

conventions (various errors in usage are present but do not 

obscure meaning). 
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Sample Response: 3 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

This response receives partial credit (3 points). The response is 

related to the topic, but demonstrates little awareness of the 

purpose, audience, and task (John Phillip Sousa was able to 

have a successful career because he was part of a popular 

band). Minimal and weak evidence and elaboration are 

provided to support the response (He put a bunch of 

different types of music together to make a new band.).  

The introduction, conclusion, and transitions provide a limited 

discernable organizational structure (the entire response is a 

single paragraph). The response demonstrates partial 

command of basic conventions (multiple errors in usage and 

inconsistent use of correct punctuation, capitalization, 

sentence formation, and spelling). 
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