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Grade 8 ELA
Practice Test

Content Summary and Answer Key

Question
No.

Item
Type

Content
Strand

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Multiple
Choice

Craft and
Structure

Analyze how differences in the
points of view of the characters
and the audience or reader
(e.g.. created through the use of
dramatic irony) create such
effects as suspense or humor.

1 point

Multiple
Choice

Craft and
Structure

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze
the impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to
other texts.

1 point

Hot Text
[tem

Key Ideas and
Details

Cite the textual evidence that
most strongly supports an analysis
of what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from
the text.

1 point

Multiple
Choice

Key Ideas and
Details

Analyze how particular lines of
dialogue or incidents in a story or
drama propel the action, reveal
aspects of a character, or
provoke a decision.

1 point

Hot Text
[tem

Vocabulary

Determine or clarify the meaning
of unknown and multiple-
meaning words or phrases based
on grade 8 reading and content,
choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.

1 point

Evidence-
Based
Selected
Response

Key Ideas and
Details

Determine a theme or central
idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of
the text, including its relationship
to the characters, setting, and
plot; provide an objective
summary of the fext.

2 points




Grade 8 ELA
Practice Test

Content Summary and Answer Key

Question
No.

Item
Type

Content
Strand

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Multiple
Choice

Craft and
Structure

Analyze how differences in the
points of view of the characters
and the audience or reader
(e.g.. created through the use of
dramatic irony) create such
effects as suspense or humor.

1 point

Multiple
Choice

Craft and
Structure

Analyze in detail the structure of
a specific paragraph in a text,
including the role of particular
sentences in developing and
refining a key concept.

1 point

Multiple
Choice

Craft and
Structure

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the impact of
specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including
analogies or allusions to other
fexts.

1 point

10

Multiple
Choice

Craft and
Structure

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the impact of
specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including
analogies or allusions to other
fexts.

1 point

11

Multi-
Select
[tem

Key Ideas and
Details

Cite the textual evidence that
most strongly supports an analysis
of what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from
the text.

1 point




Grade 8 ELA
Practice Test
Content Summary and Answer Key

Question Item Content Content Answer Points
No. Type Strand Standard Key
Cite the textual evidence that
most strongly supports an
12 Short Key Igleos and analysis of what the text says - 2 points
Response | Details S .
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
Determine or clarify the
meaning of unknown and
Multiole multiple-meaning words or
13 o Vocabulary phrases based on grade 8 C 1 point
Choice : .
reading and content, choosing
flexibly from a range of
strategies.
Analyze in detail the structure of
Multiple Craft and d speqﬂc paragraph in d fext, .
14 . including the role of particular C 1 point
Choice Structure . .
sentences in developing and
refining a key concept.
Determine a central idea of a
Evidence- text and analyze its
15 Based Key ldeas and development over the course of AB 2 voints
Selected Details the text, including its relationship ' P
Response to supporting ideas; provide an
objective summary of the text.
Analyze a case in which two or
. more texts provide conflicting
. Integration of . ) >
Matching information on the same topic .
16 Knowledge and . . - 1 point
ltem and identify where the texts
ldeas .
disagree on matters of fact or
interpretation.
Write informative/explanatory
texts fo examine a topic and
17 Extended EX0Osito convey ideas, concepts, and . 10 points
Response P Y information through the P

selection, organization, and
analysis of relevant content.




Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test

Stimulus for Questions 1 -7



Stimulus for Questions 1 -7

In Through the L:r::-klng Clas 11.15 Carrolis to Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, Alice steps through 2 mirrar into
an imaginary warld an the sige. She soan herssif in 2 strange, spaoal flower garden, wharg she encounters the
Red Queen. TJ"IER&:l'DueensuggﬁE.-ﬂiwe take u‘lep.lbﬁeaff_u'g.-' the white pawn, in 2 game of chess,

from Thruu h the Looking
Glass
by Lewis Carroll

i “Where do you come from?” said the Red Queen, "And where are you going? Look up, speak nicely, and don't
twiddle your fingers all the time.”

2 Alice attended to all these directions, and explained, as well 25 she could, that she had lost her way,

3 "1 don't know what vou mean by ¥OUR way," said the § “all 1:hE ways about here belong to ME—but -.xl'r-,' did
you come out here at all?" she added in a kinder tone. "Curtsey nhllE you're thinking what to say, it saves time.'

4 Alice wondered a little at this, but she was too much in awe of the Queen to disbelieve it. "T'll try it when I go
home,” she thought to herself, “the next time I'm 2 little |ate for dinner.”

5 "It's time for you to answer now,” the Queen said, looking at her watch: “open your mouth a LITTLE wider when
vou speak, and ahways say “vour Majesty,™

B *1 only wanted to see what the garden was like, your Majesty—"

7 “That's right,” said the Queen, patting her on the head, which Alice didn't like at all, “though, when you say
“garden, —I'VE seen gardens, compared with which this would be a wilderness,”

B Alice didn't dare to argue the point, but went on: “—and I thought 1'd try and find my way to the top of that hill-"

g ' :'ﬂlhen vou say “hill,"™ the Queen interrupted, ™1 could show you hills, in comparison with which you'd call that a
valley,

i0 “Ma, 1 sha:-ul::ln"t said Alice, surprised into contradicting her at last: “a hill CANT be a valley, vou know, That would
be nonsense—'

11 The Red Queen shook her head. ™vou may ll it "nonsense’ if you like," she said, "but I'E heard nonsense,

compared with which that would be as sensible as a dictionary!”

12 Alice curtseyed again, as she was afraid from the Queen's tone that she was a LITTLE offended: and they walked
on in silence till they got to the top of the little hill,

13 For some minutes Alice stood without slpeaklng. looking out in all directions owver the courtry—and a most curious
country it was. There were a number of tiny litthe brooks running straight across it from side to side, and the ground
between was divided up into squares by a number of little green hedges, that reached from brook to brook.

14 "1 dedare it's marked out just like a large chessboard!” Alice said at last. "There ought to be some men maving
about somewhere—and so there are!” She a3 in a tone of delight, and her heart n to beat quidk with exdtement
a5 she went on. "It's a great huge game of chess that's being played—all over the warld<if this 1S world at all, you
knoww, Oh, what fun it is! How 1 '-!.I'JSE 1 was one of them! 1 wouldn't mind being a Pawn,= if only I might join—though of
course I should LIKE to be a Queen, "




15 She glanced rather shyly at the real Queen as she said this, but her companion onby smiled pleasanthy, and said,
“That's easily managed. ¥ou can be the White Queen's Pawn, if vou like, as Liky's too young ta play: and you're in the
Second Square to begin with: when you get to the Eighth Square you'll be 2 Queen—" Just at this moment, somehow or
other, they began to run.

16 Alice never could quite make out, in thinking it over afterwards, how it was that they began: all she remembers is,
that they were running hand in hand, and the Queen went so fast that it was all she could do to keep up with her: and
still the GQueen kept crying “Faster! Faster!” but Alice felt she COULD MOT go faster, though she not breath left to
say =0,

i7 The mast curious part of the thing was, that the trees and the other things round them never changed their places
at all: however fast they went, they never seemed to pass anything. "1 wonder i all the things move along with us?”
thought poor puzzled Alice, And the Queen seemed to guess her thoughts, for she cried, "Faster! Don't try to talk!”

18 Mot that Alice had any idea of doing THAT, She felt as if she would never be able to talk again, she was getting so
much out of breath: and still the Queen cried “Faster! Faster!” and dragged her along. “Are we nearly there?” Alice
managed to pant out at last

19 "Mearly there!" the Queen repeated. “Why, we passed it ten minutes ago! Faster!" And they ran on for & time in
silence, with the wind whistling in Alice's ears, and almost blowing her hair r head, she fanded.
20 "Mow! Mow!" cried the Queen, "Faster! Faster!” And they went so fast that at last they seemed to skim through the

air, hardly touching the ground with their feet, till suddenly, just as Alice was getting quite exhausted, they stopped, and
she found herself sitting on the ground, breathless and giddy.

21 The Queen propped her up against a tres, and said kindly, "You may rest a litde now.”

22 Alice looked round her in great surprise, “Why, I do believe we've been under this tres the whole time!
Everything's just as it was!"

23 “Of course it is," said the Queen, “what would you have it?"

24 “Wigll, in OUR country,” said Alice, still panting a litte, "vou'd generally get to somewhere else—if you ran very fast

for a long time, a5 we've been doing.”

25 "A slow sort of country!” said the Queen. "Mow, HERE, you see, it takes all the running YOU cn do, to keep in the
same place, If you want to get somewhere else, you must run at least twice as fast as that!”

Lo rsey: a hormal gresting made iy beEnding
ane’s kness and bawing shghthy

5
= Paran : the keast poserhul piscs on 3@ chessboand
that can anly maowe forward ane sguane at a time

3-.'.l usen: the most powerful piscs an 3
chesshoard that can move any numéber of
squares in all dirsctions

pt fram Through the Looking Glass oy
wits ‘Carrall. In the public damain.

h m







Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test
Question 1

Question and Scoring Guidelines



Question 1

What is emphasized by Alice’s and the Queen’s differing points of view?

(A The garden is a dangerous environment.

B Alice must follow the Queen’'s leadership.
© Alice is overwhelmed by the scenery in the garden.
@ The garden is a place that follows a different type of logic.

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Analyze how differences in the points of view of

the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through
the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.




Scoring Guidelines

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Alice is sometimes unsure of

how the Queen will react to her, there is not a sense of fear in the passage.

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the Queen presents herself as

a domineering, commanding presence, the passage does not suggest that
Alice should follow the Queen.

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Alice is overwhelmed by the scenery in

the garden, but this is not revealed through the Queen’s point of view. It is
revealed through Alice’s point of view.

Rationale for Option D: Key - It is through the Queen’s point of view that the

reader (and Alice) realizes that the garden follows a very different set of rules
than the normal world.

Sample Response: 1 point

0

m)

)

What is emphasized by Alice’s and the Queen’s differing points of view?

The garden is a dangerous environment.
Alice must follow the Queen’s leadership.
Alice is overwhelmed by the scenery in the garden.

The garden is a place that follows a different type of logic.







Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test
Question 2

Question and Scoring Guidelines



Question 2

Read this sentence from paragraph 4.

“Alice wondered a little at this, but she was too much in awe of the Queen to disbelieve it.”

What is the effect of the author's word choice in this sentence?

(® It shows Alice’s ability to adapt to a new environment.

[=4]

® It highlights Alice’s excitement about speaking with the Queen.
(C It emphasizes the confusion that Alice feels about the Queen’s words.

(@ It creates a sense of surprise because of Alice’s reaction to the Queen.

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning
and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

10



Scoring Guidelines

Ratfionale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Alice spends the entire
passage trying to adapt to a new environment, this sentence does not show
her adapting.

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Alice seems a little on edge in the
Queen’s presence, but she doesn’t seem excited, and the word choice does
not highlight any excitement in paragraph 4.

Rationale for Option C: Key — Alice seems hesitant about the Queen’s words,
but is unsure whether to trust herself on this feeling. Words like “wondered” and
“awe” and “disbelieve” help to show the confusion of her thoughts.

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the Queen'’s statements are
nonsensical, nothing in this sentence shows that Alice’s reaction to them is
surprising.

Sample Response: 1 point

Read this sentence from paragraph 4.

“"Alice wondered a little at this, but she was too much in awe of the Queen to dishelieve it.”
What is the effect of the author’s word choice in this sentence?

® It shows Alice’s ability to adapt to a new environment.

® It highlights Alice’s excitement about speaking with the Queen.

@® It emphasizes the confusion that Alice feels about the Queen’s words.

@ It creates a sense of surprise because of Alice’s reaction to the Queen.







Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test
Question 3

Question and Scoring Guidelines



Question 3

Select the detail that shows that Alice prefers to avoid conflict with the Queen.

6 "I only wanted to see what the garden was like, your Majesty—"

7 "That’s right,” said the Queen, patting her on the head, which Alice didn't like at all, “though, when you say ‘garden,'—
I'VE seen gardens, compared with which this would be a wilderness.”

8 Alice didn't dare to argue the point, but went on: "—and I thought I'd try and find my way to the top of that hill—"

[} "When you say *hill,” the Queen interrupted, "I could show you hills, in comparison with which you’d call that a valley.”

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly

supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

Scoring Guidelines

For this item, a full-credit response includes:

e “Alice didn't dare to argue the point, but went on: ‘“—and | thought I'd try
and find my way to the top of that hill—"" (1 point).



Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test
Question 3

Sample Responses



Sample Response: 1 point

Select the detail that shows that Alice prefers to avoid conflict with the Queen.
6 "I only wanted to see what the garden was like, your Majesty—"

7 "That's right,” said the Queen, patting her on the head, which Alice didn't like at all, “though, when you say ‘garden,’—
I'VE seen gardens, compared with which this would be a wilderness.”

8 Alice didn't dare to argue the point, but went on: *—and I thought I'd try and find my way to the top of that hill—"

9 "When you say ‘hill,”” the Queen interrupted, "I could show you hills, in comparison with which you’d call that a valley.”

Notes on Scoring

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the correct
detail is selected.

16



Sample Response: 0 points

Select the detail that shows that Alice prefers to avoid conflict with the Queen.

6 "I only wanted to see what the garden was like, your Majesty—"

7 "That’s right,” said the Queen, patting her on the head, which Alice didn't like at all, *though, when you say ‘garden,'—
I'VE seen gardens, compared with which this would be a wilderness.”

8 Alice didn't dare to argue the point, but went on: "—and I thought I'd try and find my way to the top of that hill—"

9 "When you say ‘hill," the Queen interrupted, "I could show you hills, in comparison with which you'd call that a valley.”

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the detail
selected is incorrect.

17



Sample Response: 0 points

Select the detail that shows that Alice prefers to avoid conflict with the Queen.

6 I only wanted to see what the garden was like, your Majesty—"

7 "“That's right,” said the Queen, patting her on the head, which Alice didnt like at all, “"though, when you say ‘garden,'—
I'VE seen gardens, compared with which this would be a wilderness.”

8 Alice didn't dare to argue the point, but went on: "—and I thought I'd try and find my way to the top of that hill—"

9 “"When you say ‘hill,"” the Queen interrupted, "I could show you hills, in comparison with which you'd call that a valley.”

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the detail
selected is incorrect.

18



Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test
Question 4

Question and Scoring Guidelines



Question 4

What does paragraph 14 reveal about Alice?

'  She is starting to feel comfortable in her circumstances.

® She is feeling lonely and has a need for companionship.
© She is confident in the relationship she has with the Queen.
@™ She knows more about the rules of chess than the Queen does.

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or

incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a
character, or provoke a decision.

20



Scoring Guidelines

Ratfionale for Option A: Key — Alice is excited, and says “Oh, what fun it is!™.
She is beginning to accept the world around her on its own terms.

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Alice wishes she could join the pawns,
suggesting that she might want companionship; however, the context
suggests that her desire to join the pawns comes more from eagerness to join
the game than from loneliness.

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Alice is beginning to enjoy
herself, paragraph 14 does not show that she feels comfortable around the
Queen, and in paragraph 15, she still acts shy when speaking to the Queen.

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Alice does show that she has a
knowledge of chess, but she does not actually know more than the Queen,
who explains the rules in the next paragraph.

Sample Response: 1 point

What does paragraph 14 reveal about Alice?

® She is starting to feel comfortable in her circumstances.

8 She is feeling lonely and has a need for companionship.
© She is confident in the relationship she has with the Queen.
@© She knows more about the rules of chess than the Queen does.

21






Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test
Question 5

Question and Scoring Guidelines

23



Question 5

Select two details that provide clues to the meaning of contradicting in these paragraphs.

9 “When you say ‘hill,”” the Queen interrupted, "I could show you hills, in comparison with which you'd call that a valley.”
10 “No, I shouldn't,” said Alice, surprised into contradicting her at last: “a hill CAN'T be a valley, you know. That would be

nonsense—"

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Vocabulary
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and

multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Scoring Guidelines

For this item, a full-credit response includes:

e “'No, I shouldn't,’ said Alice,” AND “‘a hill CAN'T be a valley, you know.
That would be nonsense—'" (1 point).

24



Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test
Question 5

Sample Responses

25



Sample Response: 1 point

Select two details that provide clues to the meaning of contradicting in these paragraphs.

9 “"When you say ‘hill,”” the Queen interrupted, "I could show you hills, in comparison with which you'd call that a valley.”
10 "No, I shouldn't,” said Alice, surprised into contradicting her at last: “a hill CANT be a valley, you know. That would be

nonsense—"

Notes on Scoring

This response earns full credit (1 point) because both correct
details are selected.

26



Sample Response: 0 points

Select two details that provide clues to the meaning of contradicting in these paragraphs.

9 "When you say ‘hill,"” the Queen interrupted, ™I could show you hills, in comparison with which you'd call that a valley.”

10 ™No, I shouldnt,” said Alice, surprised into contradicting her at last: “a hill CAN'T be a valley, you know. That would be
nonsense—"

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the
details selected is incorrect.

27



Sample Response: 0 points

Select two details that provide clues to the meaning of contradicting in these paragraphs.

9 “When you say ‘hill,” the Queen interrupted, “I could show you hills, in comparison with which you'd call that a valley.”
10 "No, I shouldn't,” said Alice, surprised into contradicting h "a hill CAN'T be a valley, you know. That would be

nonsense—"

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the
details selected is incorrect.

28



Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test
Question 6

Question and Scoring Guidelines

29



Question 6

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.
Part A

What is a theme of the passage?

& People must work hard to reach their goals.

® Childhood is a time for imagination and play.

m

€ Being in a new situation requires learning new rules.

© A person should always work to show respect for authority.

Part B

How do Alice's actions develop the theme?

®  She misunderstands the Queen’s commands and questions.

® She questions everything she sees in order to make sense of it.

© She befriends the Queen in order to learn the quickest way to return home.

@ She runs a great distance to arrive at the chessboard and get a chance to be Queen.

Points Possible: 2
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details

Content Standard: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the text, including its
relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective
summary of the text.

30



Scoring Guidelines

Part A
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Alice runs very fast in order to
get to the chessboard, this is not a theme of the text, as she never reaches her
goal.

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although Alice wants to play chess, this
is not a theme of the passage.

Rationale for Option C: Key — The passage shows how unsure and out of place
Alice feels in a new place because she does not understand how it works.

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Alice does attempt to show respect to
the Queen, but this is not a theme of the passage.

Part B
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the Queen’s statements
confuse her, Alice does not misunderstand them.

Rationale for Option B: Key — Alice’s actions develop the theme through her
questioning of everything she sees. This demonstrates her discomfort and her
attempts to make sense of the new place.

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Alice does work to befriend the
Queen; however, she does not do so in order to learn the way home, nor does
this develop the theme of the passage.

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This may be an attractive option if a
student selects the idea that the theme is that people should work hard to
reach their goals; however, that is not the theme of the passage (nor does
Alice reach the chessboard).

31






Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test
Question 6

Sample Responses

33



Sample Response: 2 points

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.
Part A

What is a theme of the passage?

& People must work hard to reach their goals.

® Childhood is a time for imagination and play.

@ Being in a new situation requires learning new rules.

© A person should always work to show respect for authority.

Part B

How do Alice’s actions develop the theme?

& She misunderstands the Queen’s commands and questions.

@® She questions everything she sees in order to make sense of it.
© She befriends the Queen in order to learn the guickest way to return home.
© She runs a great distance to arrive at the chessboard and get a chance to be Queen.

Notes on Scoring

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.

34



Sample Response: 1 point

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.
Part A
What is a theme of the passage?

& People must work hard to reach their goals.

m

® Childhood is a time for imagination and play.

@ Being in a new situation requires learning new rules.

@ A person should always work to show respect for authority.
Part B

How do Alice's actions develop the theme?

@® She misunderstands the Queen’s commands and questions.

® She questions everything she sees in order to make sense of it.

[3)

© She befriends the Queen in order to learn the quickest way to return home.

=)

@ She runs a great distance to arrive at the chessboard and get a chance to be Queen.

Notes on Scoring

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect
and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this
item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.
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Sample Response: 1 point

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.
Part A

What is a theme of the passage?

'  People must work hard to reach their goals.

® Childhood is a time for imagination and play.

m

@® Being in a new situation requires learning new rules.

@ A person should always work to show respect for authority.

Part B

How do Alice’s actions develop the theme?

' She misunderstands the Queen’s commands and questions.

® She questions everything she sees in order to make sense of it.

@® She befriends the Queen in order to learn the quickest way to return home.

© She runs a great distance to arrive at the chessboard and get a chance to be Queen.

Notes on Scoring

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect
and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this
item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.
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Sample Response: 1 point

0
(B

®
©

A

®
©
®

This guestion has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A

What is a theme of the passage?

People must work hard to reach their goals.
Childhood is a time for imagination and play.
Being in a new situation requires learning new rules.

A person should always work to show respect for authority.

Part B

How do Alice's actions develop the theme?

She misunderstands the Queen’s commands and questions.
She questions everything she sees in order to make sense of it.
She befriends the Queen in order to learn the quickest way to return home.

She runs a great distance to arrive at the chessboard and get a chance to be Queen.

Notes on Scoring

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect
and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this
item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.
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Sample Response: 0 points

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.
Part A
What is a theme of the passage?

& People must work hard to reach their goals.

m

® Childhood is a time for imagination and play.

€ Being in a new situation requires learning new rules.

@ A person should always work to show respect for authority.

Part B

How do Alice’s actions develop the theme?

) She misunderstands the Queen’s commands and questions.

@® 5She questions everything she sees in order to make sense of it.

€ She befriends the Queen in order to learn the quickest way to return home.

' She runs a great distance to arrive at the chessboard and get a chance to be Queen.

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for
this item, Part A must be correct.
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Sample Response: 0 points

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.
Part A

What is a theme of the passage?

@® People must work hard to reach their goals.

® Childhood is a time for imagination and play.

© Being in a new situation requires learning new rules.

™ A person should always work to show respect for authority.

Part B

How do Alice’s actions develop the theme?

& She misunderstands the Queen’s commands and questions.

® She questions everything she sees in order to make sense of it.
© She befriends the Queen in order to learn the quickest way to return home.
@® She runs a great distance to arrive at the chessboard and get a chance to be Queen.

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect.
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Question 7

How does the difference between Alice’s point of view and the Queen’s in paragraphs 24-25 affect the passage?
@ It highlights the Queen’s authority over Alice.

® It explains why Alice is nervous about her situation.

© It emphasizes the humor created by Alice’s bewilderment.

@ It creates a sense of distrust between the Queen and Alice.

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Analyze how differences in the points of view of

the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through
the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
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Scoring Guidelines

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The Queen has authority over Alice,
but that is not highlighted by the difference between their points of view.

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The difference between Alice’s and
the Queen’s points of view highlights the strangeness of Alice’s situation, but
there is no evidence that Alice is nervous.

Rationale for Option C: Key — The difference in points of view highlights the
absurdity of Alice’s situation and creates a humorous effect.

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The Queen and Alice do not see reality
the same way, but that does not create distrust between them in these
paragraphs.

Sample Response: 1 point

How does the difference between Alice’s point of view and the Queen’s in paragraphs 24-25 affect the passage?
@ It highlights the Queen’s authority over Alice.

® It explains why Alice is nervous about her situation.

® It emphasizes the humor created by Alice’s bewilderment.

@ It creates a sense of distrust between the Queen and Alice.
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Stimulus for Questions 8 = 17

Machu Picchu

Source 1: The Stones of Machu
Picchu
by Duane Damon

1 O a stearmy July afternoon in 1911, American explorer Hiram Bingham pushed aside a tangle of undergrowth and
stared, For long weeks he had scoured the sweltering jungles of eastern Peru for dues. A czsual remark from a native
farmer . . . the hint of a trail long unused . . . a glimpse of pale stone through the trees . . . all were "ghosts” of an
ancient Inca® city lost amaong the soaring peaks of the Andes Mountains long ago. Now, some two thousand feet above
the rushing Urubamba River, Bingham was at last face-to-face with the find he had been seeking.

2 "Suddenly I found myself confronted with the walls of ruined houses built of the finest quality of Inca stonewark,”
he recorded later, "It was hard to see themn, for they were partly covered with trees and mass, the growth of centuries.”
Bingham stared in amazement at the “walls of white granite ashlars [stone building blodks] carefully cut and exquisitely
fitted together.” The larger stones appeared to weigh 10 to 15 tons. How had they been moved? Did they stay together
without the application of mortar?

3 Bingham, his nine-year-old native guide, and his military escort swarmed over the ruins. The Expl:urer gaped in
Fwe at ﬁuge altar carved from the mountainside itself—the inthuatana, or "hitching post of the sun.” He marveled at &
Torredn—a graceful semidreular "tower." A pair of three-sided temples with triple windows held him "spellbound.”
Epin%ham methedically snapped photos, scribbled notes, and sket maps. All the while his hopes rose. Had he found it?
Cou

d these long-forgotten ruins be the remains of Vileabamba, the last capital of the Inca?

4 Bingham was not the first white man to examine the Inca dvilization. After its takeower by the Spanish conqueror
Francisco Pizarro in the 1530s, men like Pedro Cieza de Lean, & soldier, and Father Bernabe Cabo, a Jesuit missionary,
recarded their impressions of Inca rituals, sodal structure, and engineering. Bingham's fasdnation had begun as a

rofessor of Latin American history at Yale University in New Hawven, Connecticut. The present expedition had been
unded by his former dassmates, who wanted to solve a 400-year-old mystery: the location of Vitcos, or Vilcabamba.
This ity was the secret stronghold buile by the Inca ruler Manco 11 after he fled the Spanish Congquest in 1535,

5 Bingham now believed that he had found it—but not for lang. Only a few days later, he came upon a larger set of
ruins, some 60 miles sway. This site, Bingham dedded, must really be Vilabamba. His earlier discovery was dubbed
Machu Picchu, after the mountain owver w ridge it sprawled. Soon afterward, Bingham uncovered a third set of ruins,
called Vilabamba Viejo {"the old"}, at Espiritu Pampa.

& The following summer, Bingham returned to Machu Picchu . . . . Careful digging around its ruins yielded scores of
Inca graves, some stone dishes, and several bronze implements. Tantalizing dues, yes, but intriguing questions remained.
What Inca chief had buit Machu Picchu? When? Why? Bingham himself died uncertain as to whi his three discoveries
had been the "lost” Inca capital.

7 Drespite the mysteries surrounding it, Machu Picchu is recognized as one of the world's great archaeological
wonders., Nestled in a breathtaking natural setting, the city's lasting beauty comes from the careful blending of its strikin
architecture with its mountaintop environment. Each year, thousands of fascinated visitors come to the "ty in the douds”
to loak, to reflect, and to wonder,
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Source 2: Historic Sanctuary of
Machu Picchu
by the United Mations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization
[UNESCO

A Warld Heritage Site is 2 place (such as 2 forest, mountain, lzke, monument, building, etc.) that is listed by the United
MNations Educaponal, Sdentfic and Cultural Organization Ssukeu-g of spegial impartance to the common heritage of humanity.
UNESCO considers it in the interest of the internapional community &0 prabect and preserve each site. The document was
written by UNESCO in support af Machu Picchu as 2 world heritage site.

10

11

iz

i3

Outstanding Universal Value

Embedded within & dramatic landscape 2t the meeting point between the Peruvian Andes and the Amazon Basin,
the Historic Sanctuary of Machu Picchu is among the greatest artistic, architectural and land use achievements anywhere
and the mast significant tangible legacy of the Inca dvilization. Recognized for outstanding cultural and natural values, the
mixed World Heritage property covers [ 79 acres] of mountain slopes, peaks and valleys surrounding its heart, the

cular ar:l'taea?sgiml monument of " La Ci " (the Citadel} at more than [7,800 feet] above sea level. Builtin

fifteenth cermtury Machu Picchu was abandoned when the Inca Empire was conguered by the Spaniards in the
sixteenth century. It was not urtil 1911 that the archaeclogical complex was made known to the outside world.

The approximately 200 structures making up this outstanding religious, ceremonial, astronomical and agricultural
centre are set on @ steep riﬁI crisscrossed by stone terraces.” Following a rigorous plan the dty is divided into a lower
and upper part, separating the farming from residential areas, with a large square between the two. To this day, many
of Machu Picchu's mysteries remain unresobved, including the exact role it may have played in the Incas' sophisticated
understanding of astronomy and domestication of wild plant spedes . . ..

Standing 2,430 m above sea level, in the midst of a tropical mountain farest in an extraordinarily beautiful setting,
Machu Picchu was probably the most amazing urban creation of the Inca Empire at its height. Its giant walls, terraces and
ramps seem as i have been cut naturally in the continuous rock escarpments, The natural setting, on the eastern
slopes of the Andes, encompasses the upper Amazon basin with its rich diversity of flora and fauna.

Machu Picchu [is] in some of the scenically most attractive mountainous territory of the Peruvian Andes. As the last
stranghold of the Incas and of superb architectural and archaeological importance, Machu Picchu is ane of the most
impartant cultural sites in Latin America: the stonework of the site remains as one of the world's great examples of the
use of a natural raw material to provide outstanding architecture which is totally appropriste to the surroundings. The
surrounding valleys hawve been cultivated continuo for well over 1,000 years, providing ane of the world's greatest
examples of a productive man-land relationship; the people living around Machu Picchu continue & way of life which
dosely resembles that of their Inca ancestors, being gged on potatoes, maize and llamas. Machu Picchu also provides a
secure habitat for several endangered ies, notably the spectacled bear, one of the mast irrterestin% spedies in the
area, Other animals include: dwarf brocket, the otter, long-tailed weasel, pampas 2t and the vulnerable acelot, boa, the
Andean cock of the rodk, and the Andean condor. . . .

Machu Picchu is 2 world renowned archaeological site, The construction of this amazing dity, set out according to a
very rigoraus plan, comprises ane of the maost spectacular creations of the Inca Empire. It appears to date from the
period of the two great Incas, Pachacutes Inca Yupangqui [1438-71) and Tupac Inca Yupangui [1£72-93). . ..,

without making 2 *'ud-gernent as to their purpose, several quite individual quarters may be nated in the ruins of
Machu Picchu: a quarter “of the Farmers' near the colossal terraces whose slopes were cultivated and transformed into
hﬁurﬁ_ing ?ar::‘rens,' an “industrial’ quarter: a “royal’ quarter and a ‘religious’ quarter. Inca architecture reveals itself here in
a its rorce

14
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Protection and management requirements

The state-owned Historic Sanctuary of Machu Picchu is an integral part of Peru's national protected areas system
and enjoys protection through several layers of a comprehensive legal framewark for both cuttural and natural heritage.
The b{:-undaﬁies of the Historic Sanctuary of Machu Picchu are dearly defined and the protected area is surrounded by a
buffer zone” exceeding the size of the property.

The Management Unit of the Historic Sanctuary of Machu Picchu [UGM) was established in 1993 . . . [and] is
indispensable far the management of a property which forms part of Peru's very identity and is the country's primary
domestic and international tourist destination, . . .

Tourism ftself represents a double-edged sword by providing economic benefits but alsa by resulting in major
cultural and ecological impacts. . . . The planning and organization of transportation and infrastructure construction, as
well a5 the sanitary and safety conditions for both tourists and new residents attracted by tourism requires the creation of
high quality and new long-term solutions, and is a significant angoing concarn,
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Question 8

How does paragraph 1 in Passage 1 help develop a central idea of the passage?

fa' It illustrates the skills and experience that Bingham needed to be successful
in his search.

8/ It provides historical context to help the reader understand the importance of
the discovery.

fe) It demonstrates the difficulty that Bingham had in uncovering the site and
why the discovery was significant.

o' It highlights the dangerous nature of searching for ancient archaeological
sites and why most explorers gave up the search.

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific

paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in
developing and refining a key concept.
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Scoring Guidelines

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the paragraph provides insight
into the difficult nature of the search, an understanding of Bingham's skills and
expertise is not a central idea of the passage.

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the paragraph provides some
details of the search, these details do not provide context that help the reader
understand the importance of the discovery in terms of historical significance.

Rationale for Option C: Key — The paragraph provides the first glimpse into the
challenges faced by Bingham and implies that the difficulty of the search
conftributed to keeping the site hidden for centuries, providing support that the
site has historical significance.

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the paragraph does detail some
challenges faced by Bingham and demonstrates his persistence in achieving
his goal, it does not provide support that the search was dangerous or that this
danger is what prevented others from finding the site.

Sample Response: 1 point

How does paragraph 1 in Passage 1 help develop a central idea of the passage?

fa) It illustrates the skills and experience that Bingham needed to be successful
in his search.

e/ It provides historical context to help the reader understand the importance of
the discovery.

@ It demonstrates the difficulty that Bingham had in uncovering the site and
why the discovery was significant.

o' It highlights the dangerous nature of searching for ancient archaeological
sites and why most explorers gave up the search.
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Question 9

What does the phrase “gaped in awe” reveal about Bingham as it is used in paragraph 37
& It suggests that he was astonished by what he saw.

® It illustrates his fear of the unusual artifacts that he had discovered.

3)

It implies that he was confused by the building methods of the altar.

@ It emphasizes his exhaustion after his extensive search for the missing site.

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and fone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
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Scoring Guidelines

Ratfionale for Option A: Key — Bingham was astonished by the magnificence of
what he had discovered.

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While he was faced with unusual
artifacts and architecture, Bingham was not fearful of what he had
discovered.

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Bingham was infrigued by how
the altar, among other structures, had been built, “gaped in awe” refers to his
overwhelming astonishment over what he had finally found.

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Bingham was likely very tired
from his long search for Machu Picchu, gaping in awe reflects his astonishnment
and wonder, not his exhaustion.

Sample Response: 1 point

What does the phrase “gaped in awe” reveal about Bingham as it is used in paragraph 37
@® It suggests that he was astonished by what he saw.

It illustrates his fear of the unusual artifacts that he had discovered.

o @

It implies that he was confused by the building methods of the altar.

)l

It emphasizes his exhaustion after his extensive search for the missing site.
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Question 10

Read this sentence from Passage 1.

"Careful I:Iié:jging around its ruins yielded scores of Inca graves, some stone
dishes, and several bronze implements.” {paragraph &)

What does the phrase vielded scores mean as it is used in this sentence?

fa) shaped easily
& waited nearby
fz) explored often

@ produced many

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and fone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
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Scoring Guidelines

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Bingham was digging for
artifacts that could change the shape and appearance of the areq, the
meaning of “yielded scores” is not “shaped easily”.

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While “waited” is another definition for
“vielded", “waited nearby” is not the meaning of the phrase as it is used in this
sentence.

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Bingham was exploring the
area in search of archaeological artifacts, “explored often” is not the meaning
of the phrase "yielded scores”.

Rationale for Option D: Key — “Produced many” is a synonym for “yielded
scores” and demonstrates that the ruins held a number of important artifacts,
which were produced during the excavation and are listed in the sentence
immediately following the phrase.

Sample Response: 1 point

Read this sentence from Passage 1.

"Careful di‘:?ging around its ruins vielded scores of Inca graves, some stone
dishes, and several bronze implements.” (paragraph &)

What does the phrase vielded scores mean as it is used in this sentence?

fa shaped easily
8  waited nearby
o' explored often

® produced many
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Question 11

Select two details from Passage 1 that support the idea that Bingham's search
for Machu Picchu was a collective effort.

[7] "For long weeks he had scoured the sweltering jungles of eastern Peru for
clues.” (paragraph 1)

| ™It was hard to see them, for they were partly covered with trees and moss,
the growth of centuries.” (paragraph 2)

[ | "Bingham, his nine-year-old native guide, and his military escort swarmed
over the ruins.” (paragraph 3)

[ ] "Bingham was not the first white man to examine the Inca civilization.”
(paragraph 4)

| "The present expedition had been funded by his former classmates, who
wanted to solve a 400-year-old mystery: the location of Vitcos, or
Vilcabamba.” (paragraph 4)

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly

supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
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Scoring Guidelines

Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. This detail describes Bingham's long
search, but it does not mention a collaborative effort to discover Machu Picchu.

Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. This detail describes the challenges
of Bingham's long search, but it does not mention a collaborative effort to
discover Machu Picchu.

Rationale for Third Option: Key — This detail indicates that Bingham did not work
alone in his discovery.

Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This detail indicates that previous
explorers had studied the Inca civilization, but it does not mention a collaborative
effort to discover Machu Picchu.

Rationale for Fifth Option: Key — This detail suggests that Bingham did not work
alone in his discovery.
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Sample Response: 1 point

Select two details from Passage 1 that support the idea that Bingham's search
for Machu Picchu was a collective effort.

|1 "For long weeks he had scoured the sweltering jungles of eastern Peru for
clues.” (paragraph 1)

[ ™It was hard to see them, for they were partly covered with trees and moss,
the growth of centuries.” (paragraph 2)

E "Bingham, his nine-year-old native guide, and his military escort swarmed
over the ruins.” (paragraph 3)

[] "Bingham was not the first white man to examine the Inca civilization.”
(paragraph 4)

B "The present expedition had been funded by his former classmates, who
wanted to solve a 400-year-old mystery: the location of Vitcos, or
Vilcabamba.” (paragraph 4)

Notes on Scoring

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two
correct choices are selected.
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Sample Response: 0 points

Select two details from Passage 1 that support the idea that Bingham's search
for Machu Picchu was a collective effort.

B “For long weeks he had scoured the sweltering jungles of eastern Peru for
clues.” (paragraph 1)

[ ™It was hard to see them, for they were partly covered with trees and moss,
the growth of centuries.” (paragraph 2)

B "Bingham, his nine-year-old native guide, and his military escort swarmed
over the ruins.” (paragraph 3)

[ ] "Bingham was not the first white man to examine the Inca civilization.”
(paragraph 4)

"] "The present expedition had been funded by his former classmates, who
wanted to solve a 400-year-old mystery: the location of Vitcos, or
Vilcabamba.” (paragraph 4)

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for
this item, both selections must be correct.
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Sample Response: 0 points

Select two details from Passage 1 that support the idea that Bingham's search
for Machu Picchu was a collective effort.

[] "For lang weeks he had scoured the sweltering jungles of eastern Peru for
clues.” ﬁ:aragraph 1)

B ™It was hard to see them, for they were partly covered with trees and moss,
the growth of centuries.” (paragraph 2)

| "Bingham, his nine-year-old native guide, and his military escort swarmed
over the ruins.” (paragraph 3)

[] "Bingham was not the first white man to examine the Inca civilization.”
(paragraph 4)

E "The present expedition had been funded by his former classmates, who
wanted to solve a 400-year-old mystery: the location of Vitcos, or
Vilcabamba.” (paragraph 4)

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for
this item, both selections must be correct.

68



Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test
Question 12

Question and Scoring Guidelines

69



Question 12

Briefly describe one characteristic of Hiram Bingham that contributed to his success in finding Machu Picchu. Use details from
Passage 1 to support your respanse.

Type your answer in the space provided.

Points Possible: 2
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly

supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
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Scoring Guidelines

Correct Responses

Characteristics/Support (2 points):

e Dedication/Determination

o

“For long weeks he had scoured the sweltering jungles. . .”

e Close Observation/Intelligence/Curiosity

©)

“A casual remark from a native farmer . . . the hint of a frail long

e Otherrelevant text-based responses will receive credit.

Score Point

2 poinfts

1 point

0 points

Description

Student describes a characteristic and includes
support for that characteristic.

Student describes a characteristic.

The response does not meet the criteria required to
earn one point. The response indicates inadequate or
no understanding of the task and/or the idea or
concept needed to answer the item. It may only
repeat information given in the test item. The response
may provide an incorrect solution/response and the
provided supportive information may be totally
irelevant to the item, or possibly, no other information
is shown. The student may have written on a different
topic or written, I don’t know.”
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Sample Response: 2 points

Briefly describe one characteristic of Hiram Bingham that contributed to his success in finding
Machu Picchu. Use details from Passage 1 to support your response.

Type your answer in the space provided.

Hiram Bingham had a strong sense of determination that helped him find Machu Picchu. Passage 1
says that Bingham “scoured the sweltering jungles” for weeks searching for the last capital of the

Inco.|

Notes on Scoring

This response receives full credit (2 points) because the
student accurately describes a characteristic and includes
an appropriate supporting detail for the characteristic.
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Sample Response: 2 points

Briefly describe one characteristic of Hiram Bingham that contributed to his success in finding
Machu Picchu. Use details from Passage 1 to support your response.

Type your answer in the space provided.

Machu Picchu was successfully discovered by Hiram Bingham because he was able to closely pay
afttention to details. He saw all the small details such as, "A casual remark from a native farmer . . . the
hint of a trail long unused . . . a glimpse of pale stone through the trees.” Without looking closely at
these small detfials he would not have been able to find Machu Picchu.

Notes on Scoring

This response receives full credit (2 points) because the
student accurately describes a characteristic and includes
an appropriate supporting detail for the characteristic.

75



Sample Response: 1 point

Briefly describe one characteristic of Hiram Bingham that contributed to his success in finding
Machu Picchu. Use details from Passage 1 to support your response.

Type your answer in the space provided.

Hiram Bingham was very dedicated. |

Notes on Scoring

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the
student identifies an accurate characteristic of Hiram
Bingham, but fails to include an appropriate supporting detail
from the text.
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Sample Response: 1 point

Briefly describe one characteristic of Hiram Bingham that contributed to his success in finding
Machu Picchu. Use details from Passage 1 to support your response.

Type your answer in the space provided.

Muchu Picchu was found becuase Hiram Bingham was curious and smorT.|

Notes on Scoring

This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the
student identifies an accurate characteristic of Hiram
Bingham, but fails to include an appropriate supporting detail
from the text.
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Sample Response: 0 points

Briefly describe one characteristic of Hiram Bingham that contributed to his success in finding
Machu Picchu. Use details from Passage 1 to support your response.

Type your answer in the space provided.

Hiram Bingham had success finding Machu PchhU.|

Notes on Scoring

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the
response does not include an appropriate characteristic, and
it fails to produce accurate supporting details from the text.
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Sample Response: 0 points

Briefly describe one characteristic of Hiram Bingham that contributed to his success in finding
Machu Picchu. Use details from Passage 1 to support your response.

Type your answer in the space provided.

"Bingham was at last face-to-face with the find he had been seeking.”

Notes on Scoring

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the
response does not include an appropriate characteristic, and
it fails to produce accurate supporting details from the text.
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Question 13

What is the meaning of the word tangible as it is used in paragraph 8 of Passage 27

@ having long term value

@)

found with great difficulty

a

physical proof of existence

=

demonstrating dramatic beauty

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Vocabulary
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and

multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
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Scoring Guidelines

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Machu Picchu is an ancient
location, the word “tangible” neither relates to its age nor value.

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the important site was found with
great difficulty, this is not the meaning of the word “tangible” as it is used in this
sentence.

Rationale for Option C: Key — Machu Picchu is important to the legacy of the
Incas because it provides concrete physical proof of its existence in history.

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the site of Machu Picchu is likely
dramatic and beautiful, this is not the meaning of the word “tangible” as it is
used in this sentence.

Sample Response: 1 point

What is the meaning of the word tangible as it is used in paragraph 8 of Passage 27

& having long term value

® found with great difficulty
® physical proof of existence
® demonstrating dramatic beauty
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Question 14

How does paragraph 10 contribute to the development of Passage 27?

& It focuses on the idea that Machu Picchu was a very difficult structure to build.

m

It clarifies how Machu Picchu provided the Incas with an understanding of wild plants.

)]

It emphasizes the marvel of Machu Picchu by describing its architecture and location in nature.

o)

It explains how the Incas intended to keep Machu Picchu hidden by describing how it was built into a cliffside.

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific

paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in
developing and refining a key concept.
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Scoring Guidelines

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the paragraph does allude to
the structures that had been “cut naturally” into the rock, the focus of the
paragraph is on the magnificence of the architecture amidst the natural
setting rather than the difficulty of building if.

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While paragraph 9 mentions the Incas'
“sophisticated understanding” of wild plants, paragraph 10 merely describes
the “rich diversity of flora and fauna” without making any connection to what
the Incas understood.

Rationale for Option C: Key — Paragraph 10 has a descriptive structure that
explains how the architecture of Machu Picchu blends in with its location in
nature.

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While some of the description (*in the
midst of a tropical mountain forest”, “cut naturally intfo the continuous rock™)
might suggest that it was difficult to find Machu Picchu, this paragraph
explains the relationship between the artificial and the natural that is present
at Machu Picchu.

Sample Response: 1 point

How does paragraph 10 contribute to the development of Passage 2?

(& It focuses on the idea that Machu Picchu was a very difficult structure to build.

® It clarifies how Machu Picchu provided the Incas with an understanding of wild plants.

@® It emphasizes the marvel of Machu Picchu by describing its architecture and location in nature.

© It explains how the Incas intended to keep Machu Picchu hidden by describing how it was built into a cliffside.
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Question 15

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A

What is the central idea of Passage 27

(& Machu Picchu is of cultural importance.

8 Machu Picchu is ideal for educational opportunities.

(€ Machu Picchu is a mystery due to its remote location.

® Machu Picchu is significant for connecting different civilizations.

Part B

Which phrase from paragraph 8 introduces the central idea in Part A?

& “the meeting point between the Peruvian Andes and the Amazon Basin”

8 “the greatest artistic, architectural and land use achievements anywhere’

© “Machu Picchu was abandoned when the Inca Empire was conquered”

=)

@ “that the archaeological complex was made known to the outside world”

Points Possible: 2
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its

development over the course of the text, including ifs relationship to
supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
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Scoring Guidelines

Part A

Rationale for Option A: Key — Passage 2 develops the idea of the cultural
importance of Machu Picchu throughout the passage, and states in
paragraph 11 that it is “one of the most important cultural sites in Latin
America”.

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The author mentions the important
archaeological work completed at Machu Picchu, but this is not connected
to a cenftral idea related to its educational importance.

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The distant and pristine location of
Machu Picchu is discussed, but this is a detail in the passage and not a
developed central idea.

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The author mentions the invading
armies of the Spaniards and the vast area that the Inca civilization covered,
but this is does not develop a central idea of how Machu Picchu brought
different civilizations together.

Part B

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this excerpt highlights the unique
location of Machu Picchu, it does not intfroduce the idea that it is of cultural
importance.

Rationale for Option B: Key — This phrase infroduces the idea that Machu
Picchu is of cultural importance by establishing the significance of its artistic,
architectural and land use achievements.

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this excerpt develops the idea
that Machu Picchu changed hands when the Spaniards conquered the Incan
Empire, it is not how the cultural importance of the site is infroduced.

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Machu Picchu remained
unknown to the outside world, this is not how the author introduces the idea
that it is culturally important.
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Sample Response: 2 points

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A

What is the central idea of Passage 2?7

® Machu Picchu is of cultural importance.

(8 Machu Picchu is ideal for educational opportunities.

€ Machu Picchu is a mystery due to its remote location.

© Machu Picchu is significant for connecting different civilizations.

Part B

Which phrase from paragraph 8 introduces the central idea in Part A?

(& "the meeting point between the Peruvian Andes and the Amazon Basin”
@® ‘“the greatest artistic, architectural and land use achievements anywhere”

(€ "“Machu Picchu was abandoned when the Inca Empire was conquered”

@© “that the archaeological complex was made known to the outside world”

Notes on Scoring

This response earns full credit (2 points) because the correct
response is selected in Part A as well as in Part B.
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Sample Response: 1 point

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A

What is the central idea of Passage 27

@® Machu Picchu is of cultural importance.

® Machu Picchu is ideal for educational opportunities.

© Machu Picchu is a mystery due to its remote location.

(@ Machu Picchu is significant for connecting different civilizations.

Part B

Which phrase from paragraph 8 introduces the central idea in Part A?

(& “the meeting point between the Peruvian Andes and the Amazon Basin”
8 “the greatest artistic, architectural and land use achievements anywhere”

© "Machu Picchu was abandoned when the Inca Empire was conquered”

@ “that the archaeological complex was made known to the outside world”

=)

Notes on Scoring

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, no response is selected for Part B. In
order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B
must be correct.
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Sample Response: 1 point

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What is the central idea of Passage 2?

@® Machu Picchu is of cultural importance.

® Machu Picchu is ideal for educational opportunities.

(€ Machu Picchu is a mystery due to its remote location.

(@ Machu Picchu is significant for connecting different civilizations.

Part B

Which phrase from paragraph 8 introduces the central idea in Part A?

® “the meeting point between the Peruvian Andes and the Amazon Basin”
® “the greatest artistic, architectural and land use achievements anywhere”

€  “Machu Picchu was abandoned when the Inca Empire was conquered”

[

@ “that the archaeological complex was made known to the outside world”

=)

Notes on Scoring

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.
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Sample Response: 1 point

0

o)

9 @

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A

What is the central idea of Passage 2?

@® Machu Picchu is of cultural importance.

8 Machu Picchu is ideal for educational opportunities.

€ Machu Picchu is a mystery due to its remote location.

(@ Machu Picchu is significant for connecting different civilizations.
Part B

Which phrase from paragraph 8 introduces the central idea in Part A?

"the meeting point between the Peruvian Andes and the Amazon Basin”
“the greatest artistic, architectural and land use achievements anywhere”
"Machu Picchu was abandoned when the Inca Empire was conquered”

"“that the archaeological complex was made known to the outside world”

Notes on Scoring

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.
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Sample Response: 1 point

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A

What is the central idea of Passage 27

® Machu Picchu is of cultural importance.

(8 Machu Picchu is ideal for educational opportunities.

© Machu Picchu is a mystery due to its remote location.

(@ Machu Picchu is significant for connecting different civilizations.

Part B

Which phrase from paragraph 8 introduces the central idea in Part A?

(&' “the meeting point between the Peruvian Andes and the Amazon Basin”
(8 “the greatest artistic, architectural and land use achievements anywhere”

(¢ “Machu Picchu was abandoned when the Inca Empire was conquered”

@® ‘“that the archaeological complex was made known to the outside world”

Notes on Scoring

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.
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Sample Response: 0 points

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.
Part A

What is the central idea of Passage 27

(& Machu Picchu is of cultural importance.

® Machu Picchu is ideal for educational opportunities.

© Machu Picchu is a mystery due to its remote location.

@ Machu Picchu is significant for connecting different civilizations.

Part B

Which phrase from paragraph 8 introduces the central idea in Part A?

(& “the meeting point between the Peruvian Andes and the Amazon Basin”
® ‘“the greatest artistic, architectural and land use achievements anywhere”

(€ "Machu Picchu was abandoned when the Inca Empire was conquered”

(@ “that the archaeological complex was made known to the outside world”

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the correct
answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In
order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be
correct. In order to receive partial credit for this item, Part A must
be correct.
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Sample Response: 0 points

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A

What is the central idea of Passage 27

(& Machu Picchu is of cultural importance.

8 Machu Picchu is ideal for educational opportunities.

® Machu Picchu is a mystery due to its remote location.

@ Machu Picchu is significant for connecting different civilizations.

Part B

Which phrase from paragraph 8 introduces the central idea in Part A?

® ‘“the meeting point between the Peruvian Andes and the Amazon Basin”
B “the greatest artistic, architectural and land use achievements anywhere”

© "Machu Picchu was abandoned when the Inca Empire was conquered”

@ “that the archaeological complex was made known to the outside world”

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect.
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Question 16

Select the boxes to show how Passage 1, Passage 2, or both passages present the topic of visitors to Machu Picchu.

Passage 1 Passage 2 Both
Visitors will enjoy beautiful scenery while at Machu Picchu. ! [ [
Machu Picchu needs to be carefully protected from visitors. ! I [

Visitors use Machu Picchu as a place for consideration and reflection. ! [ I

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Content Standard: Analyze a case in which two or more texts

provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

Scoring Guidelines

For this item, a full-credit response includes:

e “Both” selected for “Visitors will enjoy beautiful scenery while at Machu

Picchu.”;
AND
e "Passage 2" selected for “Machu Picchu needs to be carefully protected

from visitors.”;
AND

e “Passage 1" selected for “Visitors use Machu Picchu as a place for
consideration and reflection.” (1 point).
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Sample Response: 1 point

Select the boxes to show how Passage 1, Passage 2, or both passages present the topic of visitors to Machu Picchu.

Passage 1 Passage 2 Both

Visitors will enjoy beautiful scenery while at Machu Picchu. O O
Machu Picchu needs to be carefully protected from visitors. O O
Visitors use Machu Picchu as a place for consideration and reflection. O O

Notes on Scoring

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the correct
box is selected for each row in the table.
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Sample Response: 0 points

Select the boxes to show how Passage 1, Passage 2, or both passages present the topic of visitors to Machu Picchu.

Passage 1 Passage 2 Both

Visitors will enjoy beautiful scenery while at Machu Picchu. ] N
Machu Picchu needs to be carefully protected from visitors. O O
Visitors use Machu Picchu as a place for consideration and reflection. (N O

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the
three boxes selected is incorrect.
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Sample Response: 0 points

Select the boxes to show how Passage 1, Passage 2, or both passages present the topic of visitors to Machu Picchu.

Passage 1 Passage 2 Both

Visitors will enjoy beautiful scenery while at Machu Picchu. N O
Machu Picchu needs to be carefully protected from visitors. [] N
Visitors use Machu Picchu as a place for consideration and reflection. B O

Notes on Scoring

This response earns no credit (0 points) because two of the
three boxes selected are incorrect.

106



Grade 8
English Language Arts
Practice Test
Question 17

Question and Scoring Guidelines

107



Question 17

Write & multi-paragraph written response in which you analyze the significance of
Machu Picchu as a travel destination. In your response, consider the cultural and
historical aspects of Machu Picchu. Your response must be based on ideas and
information that can be found in the passages.

Manage your time carefully so that you can:
« review the passages;

plan your response;
write your response; and
revise and edit your response.

Be sure to:

include an introduction;

use evidence from the passages to support yvour explanation;
avoid overly relyving on one passage; and

include a conclusion.

Write your multi-paragraph response in the space provided.

Points Possible: 10
Content Strand: Expository
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts o examine a

topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
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Scoring Guidelines

Ohio's State Test

Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric, Grades 5-12

{Score points within each domain include most of the characteristics below.)

Score Purpose, Focus, and Organization Evidence and Elaboration (dpoints)
{4points)

4 The response is fully sustained and consistently focused | The response provides thorough and conwvincing support, citing
within the purpose, audience, and task: and ithas aclear | evidence for the controlling idea or main idea that includes the
controdling idea and effective onganizational struchure | effective use of sources, facts, and detzils. The response indudes
creating coherence and completeness. The response | most of the following:
indudes most of the following: =  Emoothly integrated. thorough, and relevant evidence,

» Astrongly maintained controlling idea with little or noj including precise refarences to sources
loosely related material =  [Effective use of 3 variety of elaborative techniques [induding
= Skillful use of 3 wariety of transitional sirategies ol but not limited to definitions, quotations, snd exsmiples),
clarify the relationships between and among ideas demaonstrating an understanding of the topic and text
= Logical progression of idess from beginning to end| = Clear and effective expression of ideas, using precise language
with 2 saticfiiing intraduction and conclusion =  BAcademic and domain-specific wocabulary clearly sppropriate
»  Appropriate style and objective tone established and for the audience and purpose
maintained = Varied sentence structure, demonstrating language
facility
3 The response is adequately sustzined znd generzlly| The response provides sdequate support, citing evidence for the

focused within the purpose, audience, and task; and ithas

a chear controlling ides and ewvident organizational

structure with 2 sense of completzness. The response

indudes most of the following:

= A mazintained controling idea. though some loosely
related material may be present

» Adeguate use of a variety of transitional strategies 1o
clarify the relationships between and among ideas

* Adeguate progression of ideas from beginning to end
with a sufficient
imtroduction and conclusion

controlling idea or main idea that includes the use of sources, facts,

and detzils. The response includes most of the following:

Generally integrated and relevant evidence from sources,
though references may be general or

imprecise

Adequate wse of some elaborative technigues

Adequate expression of ideas, employing & mix of precise and
general language

Domain-specific vocabulary generzlly appropriate for the
audience and purposs

Some variztion in sentence structure

Conventions of Standard English
[Begins at score point 2)
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization

Score Evidence and Elaboration [4points) Conventions of Standard English
|4points) [2points)

2 The response is somewhat sustained within the The response provides uneven, cursory support/evidence for the The response demonstrates an adeguate
purpose, audience, and task but may include loosely contrelling idea or main idea that indudes partial use of sources, oommand of basic conventions. The response
related or extranecus material; and it may have 3 facts, and de . The response may include the following:
controlling idea with an inconsistent organizationa . . X . . i X .

. . *  Wezkly integrated evidenos from sources; erratic or inrebevant = Some minor errors in usage but no
structure. The response may include the following: . .
references or citations patterns of errors
= A focused controlling ides but insufficientl . . . . ) .
i E " . Repetitive or ineffective use of elaborative technigues *  Adeguate use of punctuation,
sustained or unclear
i . .. i i *  Imprecize or simplistic expression of ideas
- Inconsistent use of transitional strategies with
ittle varisty * Some use of inappropriate domain-specific vocabulary

»  Uneven progression of idess from beginnine to and| Most sentences limited to ple constructions

with an inadequate introduction or conclusion

1 The response is related to the topic but may The response provides minimal supportfevidence for the controlling The response demonstrates a partizl command
demonstrate |ittle swareness of the purpose, idea or main idea, including little use of sources, facts, and detzils. The | of basic conventions. The response may include
audience, and task; and it may have a imited response may include the following: the following:
controlling idea or discernible organizational . ) . L ) «  Varigus errors in usage
structure. The response may indude the following: *  Minimal, erroneous, or irmelevant evidence or citations from the

cource mate *  Inconsistent use of correct punctuation,
*  Confusing or ambiguous ideas capitalization, sentence formation, and
= Few transitional strategies *  Eupression of ideas that is wvague, unclear, or confusing spelling
" Frequent extraneous ideas that impede *  Llimited and often inappropriate language or domain- specific
understanding vecabulary
=  Too brief to demonstrate knowledge of focus or L i .
L *  Sentences limited to simple constructions
organization
a The response is unrelated to the topic and displays The response provides no support/evidence related o 2 main idea The response demonstrates a lack of

ittle swareness of the purpose, zudience and,for
task. There is no controlling idea and it has no focus
or discernible organizational structure. The response
mia

*  Be blank or show 3 written refusal to answer
=  Be presented in 2 language other than English
*  Include only a restatement of the stem

»  Consist of random keystroke characters

*  Include only bulleted points

*  Include no transitional strategies

and includes no use of sourpes, facts or detzils. The response may
inchude:

*  Only direct copy of part of the reading selection

=  Nocitations from the source material

* Mo relevant domain-specific vecabulary

*  Neoevidence from the support material{s)

command of conventions, with frequent

and severe ermors often obscuring meaning.
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Sample Response: 10 points

Mestied petween the Andes and Amazon Basin s a histodcal site like no other.
Built in the 15th century and conguered by fthe Spaniards in the 14th century Machu
Picchu was frapped in fime wnti the eany 12005, when it was discoveraed again.
sitting af rore than 7,500 feet above 32a level it is sumounded by mountain siopes,
peaks and valleys. Machu Picchu i the last known Inca stronghoid, and it provides
a gimpse of the life many Inca's experienced during the 15th cantury. The breath-
taking cuttural site is one of the most signifigant and prized travel destinations in the
wworld.

The Stones of Mochu Picchu claims that Machu Picchu is one of the wond's
great archaeclogical wonders. Not only does it contain spectacular architecture
but the natural setting of Machu Picchu ako encompasses its unigue envircnmental
naoitats for plenty of unique animal species and rch divessity of flora and fauna.
Ristanc sanctuary of Mochu Ficchu by UNERCO says Machu Ficchu is in some of the
scenically most attractive mountainous temtory of the Peruvian Andes. The
sumounding valeys have been cultivated exceptionally wel for owver 1,000 years
and some of the hakitats give homeas to endangerad spacies. 2averal of tham
include the spectacled bear, the dwarf brocket, and the Andean condor. When
the ruins wera first discovered again in 1911 by Hiram Bingham he descriced them
as “covered with trees and moss, the growth of centuries™, as told oy Duane
Daraon in The dtones of Mochu Picchu.

Machu Picchu alse contains many historical arfifacts. Inca grawves, stone dishes
and several bronze implements weare discoverad, as stated in The Stanes of Machu
Bichu. The sife contains rmany major histarical and cultural influences and is an
example of the way architecturs can use natural materials and exist within the
natural satfing. it also demonsirates a way humans were able to live off the land.
Accaording to Ristonc Sanctuary of Mochu Ficchu, some of the people who ve
arcund Machu Picchu continue a way of life that resemiles the way their Inca
ancestors lived, relying on potatoes, maze, and lamas. Machu Picchu is a very
uniigque sight not only for its educational vaive, but also for its condition.

Machu Picchu s a very signifigant fraval destination for many reasons which
include its histonical signfigance, amazing structures, and spectacular
environmental sights. Locafed in a breathiaking natural seting, the city's beauty
cornes from its amazing architecture and mountaintop views. Visitors from all owver
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the world flock to the “city of the clouds™ every year to get a glimpse of history
uncovered. They look, refiect and wonder about many of the unanswered
guastions surrocunding Machu Picchu. As a frawvel desfinafion, Magchu Picchu ghes
modern generations a ook back 1o a fime like no other and an experiencs that is
sure to last a lifetime.

Purpose, Foous, snd Evideros and Corventions of
Organization |d-poirt Elsboration Standard English
Rubric) |d-point Rubric] [2-point Rubric begins
&t score point 2)
d d .

Notes on Scoring

This response earns full credit (10 points). The response is fully
sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience,
and task with effective organizational structure, earning the
maximum four points in the assigned category.

The response also earns the maximum four points for providing
thorough, convincing, and credible support while citing evidence
for the conftrolling idea. Finally, this response earns the maximum
two points for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions.
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Sample Response: 8 points

Are you tired of hearing about Mt Rushmore? Exhausted from your long frek ot
the Great wall of China? Bored of the statues at Nofre Dame? Well, why don't
you take a frip down to Pend to visit the amazing stones of Machu Picchu? You will
e taken aback by the rich history of the place and stunned by some of the
things you may see there.

Discovered by Hiram Bingham in the summer of 1911, Machu Picchu is offen
believed to e the ruins of vilkcaobamba, the last capital of the Inca criization. By
the time nr. Bingham stumbled wpon this historical freqsure, people had been
trying to find the location of Vvikcabamba or vitcos for 400 years! Vilcaamba waos
the sagret hiding place of Manco I when he flied the Spanish Conguest in 1535.
(Passage 1) Machu Picchu is believed oy many 1o be the ruins of vitcos. Machu
Picchu B considered one of the workd's graatest archaeological wonders. inca
graves, stone dishes and several oronze implemsnts have been found on the site.
These are great proof that Machu Ficchw could be the ruins of Vilcaoamioa.
Althouwgh there are other location which may alse be the ruins of Witcos, Machu
Picchu i still an interasting place to come and visit. People frorm all owver the world
come o s2e this place. They ars intigued by the mystery of Maghu Picchu and
chamied by the incredible archetechiune.

Machu Pigchy is a desiraiie destinafion not only because of the historical
significance, but also becauwse of its lowvely location. Machu Picchu is located af
the meefing point befween the Peruvian Andes and the Amazon Basin, 2430 m
abowve sag lkevel. (Passage 2] It is in the middie of a ropical mowntain forest and
sumounded by well cultivated land, Machu Picchu has some of the most
creathtaking scenany in the world. The people living near Machu Picchu ive in g
wiay that is similar to the Inca. Machu Picchu 5 also a habitat for rnany
endangerad spacies, inciuding but not imited fo: the dwarf brocket, the ofter, the
ong-tailed weasel, the Andean cock of the rock, the Andean condor, the boa,
and the pampas cat. (Passage 2)
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The gorgeouws archetecturs is also another great reason to visit Machu Ficchu.
Machu Picohu consists of albout 200 structures. The ity is splif Into upper and lower
sections, which separates the residential area from the farming area. The infrcafe
desngn for this city is thouwsands of vears old and was probably the most
archetectualy advanced city in its fime.

S0 whether you come for the rich history, the supers scenery and wildlife, or for
the jaw-dropping archetecturs, | gssure you, Machu Ficchu will not disappoint
you. This city never fais to imprass as one of the most significant ravel
destinations.

Purpose, Focus, and Evidenos and Corventions of
Organization |d-poirt Elsboration Standard English
Rubric) |d-point Rubric) [2-point Rubric begins
&t score point 2)
3 3 .

Notes on Scoring

This response earns partial credit (8 points). The response is
adequately sustained and generally focused within the
purpose, audience, and task with evident organizational
structure, earning three out of four points in the assigned
category.

The response also earns three out of four possible points in the
category of evidence and elaboration for providing
adequate support when citing evidence for the controlling
idea. Finally, this response earns the maximum two points
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions.
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Sample Response: 5 points

I'm here to inform youw all about this wonderful place called Machu Picchu and
the civiization that made it happen.

The Inca crilzaton, many people have examined it befare. For example,
FranciEco Pizamo, he was a Spanish conquercr who fook over the Incas n the
1530s. Wed it looks like he just didn't examine he ook overl

Let me inform you more on this histonc world hentage site that | leamed from
passage 1. Machu Picchu was built in the fifteenth century and it s 50 big! it
covers 79 acres of moutain slopes, peaks and valeys. Bet you didn't know that.
You prooably also didn't knoww that Machye Picchu stands 2,450 meters above sag
el

Machu Picchu is one of the most amazing urcan creations of the Inca Empire.
tis also a secure hapitat for severagl endangerd species. The spectacied beaar is
one of the most interesting species in Machu Picchu. Other animalk that ve in the
secured habitat are alo the ofter, the long tailed weasel, and much more.

fMachu Picchu is a word renowned archeological sife, an amazing city with a
seting so nafural, 5o beautiful. Machy Picchu B one of the most atractive
mountinouws fertory of the Peruvian Andas as said passage 2.

mMachu Picchu i the place to go if you ever plan on going to a vacation out fo
Peru. it has a lot of ool history and beaufiful sites that are unlike anything sise
you've seen before.

Purpose, Foous, snd Evidenc= and Corventions of
Organization |d-point Elsboration Standard English
Rubric) |d-paint Rubric] [2-point Rubric begins
&t score point 2]
Z Z 1
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Notes on Scoring

This response earns partial credit (5 points). The response is
somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task,
but may include some extraneous material. Likewise, its
organization may be inconsistent, earning two out of the four
possible points for this category.

The response also earns two out of four possible points for
evidence and elaboration, as the response provides uneven
support for the conftrolling idea. Finally, this response earns
one out of two possible points for demonstrating a partial
command of basic conventions.
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Sample Response: 3 points

1 got to pick one piace 1o travel too itwould o2 Machu Picchu in Peru. It seems ke an
irferesting place becaus:e itwas hidden for so long and people shill 30Nt Know
evenything aoout the Inca people who built it

Machu Pichu was built in the 15 cenfury by the Inca civilization and conguersd by the
spanish in the 14% cantury. It was then discowered oy a Amencan professor named

Hiram Bingham in 1911, It B hidden in tha mourntains and has alot of architecturs and
artifacts that show wihat life was ke back then, But there are stil several things about

the Incas that built Machu Picchu that people just don't know.
1 is high abowve s2a level, and in the mountairs, 5o jis probabty hard to get to, butifl
could pick it would e my fop fravel destination.

Purpose, Foous, and Evidenos and Corventions of
Organization |d-poirt Elsboration Standard English
Rubric) |d-point Rubric) [2-point Rubric begins
st score point 2
1 1 1

Notes on Scoring

This response earns partial credit (3 points). The response is
related to the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the
purpose, audience, and task, and has no discernible
organizational structure, earning one out of four possible
points for this category.

The response also earns one out of four possible points for
evidence and elaboration, as it provides cursory support for
the conftrolling idea. Finally, this response earns one out of
two possible points for demonstrating a partial command of
basic conventions.
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