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Topic 

Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key 
Points 

1 
Extended 

Response 
Expository 

Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine and convey 

complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and 

accurately through the 

effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of 

content. 

--- 10 point 
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Points Possible: 10 

 

Topic: Expository 

 

Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 

and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 

accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 

analysis of content. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Sample Response: 10 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is fully sustained 

and focused within the purpose, audience and task. It offers a 

clear controlling idea and demonstrates an effective 

organizational structure, earning the maximum four points in the 

assigned category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns the maximum 

four points for providing thorough, convincing, and credible 

supports while consistently citing evidence for the controlling idea. 

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum two points for 

demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 9 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is fully 

sustained and focused within the purpose, audience, and 

task. It offers a clear controlling idea that is maintained 

throughout, and it demonstrates an effective organizational 

structure with logical progressions, earning the maximum four 

points in the assigned category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns three out of 

four possible points in the category of evidence and 

elaboration. The evidence is adequately sustained and 

generally integrated with relevant information drawn from 

the text. The response effectively integrates facts and details 

into the first and second body paragraph; however, the third 

body paragraph demonstrates an uneven integration of 

supports from the passage.   

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum two points 

for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 

conventions. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is 

adequately sustained and generally focused within the 

purpose, audience, and task with an evident organizational 

structure that is maintained throughout, earning three out of 

four points in the assigned category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns three out of 

four possible points in the category of evidence and 

elaboration. The evidence is adequately sustained and 

generally integrated with relevant information drawn from 

the text. The response synthesizes the source information 

within its analysis rather than providing direct quotes as 

support. 

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum two points 

allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 

conventions. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is 

adequately sustained and generally focused within the 

purpose, audience, and task with an evident organizational 

structure that is maintained throughout, earning three out of 

four points in the assigned category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns three out of 

four possible points in the category of evidence and 

elaboration. The evidence is adequately sustained and 

generally integrated with relevant information drawn from 

the text. It presents an adequate expression of ideas 

employing a mix of precise and general language. 

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum two points 

allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 

conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response earns three 

out of four points in the assigned category. It is adequately 

sustained and generally focused within the purpose, 

audience, and task. The response also demonstrates an 

evident organizational structure that is maintained 

throughout. While some transitions are employed, a stronger 

use of transitional strategies would help to clarify the flow of 

ideas. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns two out of 

four possible points in the category of evidence and 

elaboration, as the response provides uneven support for the 

controlling idea. 

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum two points 

allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 

conventions. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 

Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Formatting, and Organization – The response earns 

two out of four possible points for this category. It is somewhat 

sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, but 

includes some extraneous material that impacts the focus of 

the response. Likewise, its organization is inconsistent, 

centering more emphasis on the conclusion rather than the 

introduction. 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns two out of 

four possible points in the category of evidence and 

elaboration, as the response provides uneven support for the 

controlling idea. 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum two points 

allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 

conventions. 
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Sample Response: 5 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is 

insufficiently sustained within the purpose, audience, and 

task. Likewise, its organization is inconsistent, earning two out 

of the four possible points for this category. 

 

Evidence and elaboration – The response earns two out of 

four possible points in the category of evidence and 

elaboration, as the response provides uneven, weakly 

integrated support for the controlling idea. The response 

provides a textual summary, and it fails to cite any sources 

used. 

 

Conventions – The response earns one out of the possible two 

points for demonstrating a partial command of basic 

conventions. 

2 2 1 
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Sample Response: 4 points 

Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related to 

the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, 

audience, and task, and has no discernible organizational 

structure, earning one out of four possible points for this 

category. 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns one out four 

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it provides 

cursory support for the controlling idea. The response alludes 

to textual ideas, but no direct evidence is used. 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum two points 

allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 

conventions. 
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Sample Response: 3 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related to 

the topic; however, it illustrates little awareness of the 

purpose, audience, and task. The response also demonstrates 

a limited controlling idea and organizational structure, 

earning one out of four possible points for this category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns one out four 

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it provides 

cursory support for the controlling idea in the form of a textual 

summary. 

 

Conventions – The response earns one out of the possible two 

points for demonstrating a partial command of basic 

conventions. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is minimally 

related to the topic and demonstrates no awareness of the 

purpose, audience, and task, and has no discernible 

organizational structure, earning zero out of four possible 

points for this category. 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns zero out of 

four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it 

provides no support for the controlling idea. 

Conventions – The response earns one out of two possible 

points for demonstrating a partial command of basic 

conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

The response received no credit (0 points) because there was 

not enough original student work in comparison to text 

directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

The response received no credit (0 points) because there was 

not enough original student work in comparison to text 

directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

The response received no credit (0 points) because there was 

not enough original student work in comparison to text 

directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

The response received no credit (0 points) because there was 

not enough original student work in comparison to text 

directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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