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English Language Arts II 
Spring 2018 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

9 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Analyze a particular point of view 
or cultural experience reflected in 
a work of literature from outside 
the United States, drawing on a 
wide reading of world literature. 

A 1 point 

10 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Determine a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of 
the text, including how it emerges 
and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

C 1 point 

11 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on 
grades 9–10 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

D 1 point 

12 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Analyze how an author’s choices 
concerning how to structure a 
text, order events within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and manipulate 
time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. 

B 1 point 

13 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Analyze how an author’s choices 
concerning how to structure a 
text, order events within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and manipulate 
time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. 

B 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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English Language Arts II 
Spring 2018 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

14 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Literary 

Determine a theme or central 
idea of a text and analyze in 
detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how 
it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

A; D 2 points 

15 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Analyze how an author draws on 
and transforms source material in 
a specific work (e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or 
topic from Ovid or the Bible or 
how a later author draws on a 
play by Shakespeare). 

D 1 point 

16 Extended 
Response Writing 

Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and 
accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

--- 10 points 

24 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Determine an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how an author uses 
rhetoric to advance that point of 
view or purpose. 

C 1 point 

25 Multi-
Select Informational 

Determine a central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over the course of 
the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

A, B, C 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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English Language Arts II 
Spring 2018 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

26 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language of 
a court opinion differs from that 
of a newspaper). 

B 1 point 

27 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

A; C 2 points 

28 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in 
a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious 
reasoning. 

C; B 2 points 

29 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Analyze in detail how an author’s 
ideas or claims are developed 
and refined by particular 
sentences, paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a section 
or chapter). 

A 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.
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Stimulus for Questions 9 – 16 
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Stimulus for Questions 9 – 16 
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Question 9 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 9 

30934 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 
experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United 
States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – This myth seeks to explain how the evils of the 
world, previously withheld by the gods, came into the world when Pandora 
opened the box. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although Pandora feels guilt and 
wishes she could undo her action, the myth does not seek to explain the origin 
of guilt. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Pandora does go against the wishes of 
Epimetheus and the gods in opening the box, but this does not show how 
people began to betray one another because the two grow stronger 
together. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the myth does demonstrate the 
possible consequences of curiosity, it is not an explanation of exploration in 
general. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 10 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 10 

30941 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The characters grow closer together, 
but they do not replace their faith in the gods with trust in each other. The last 
paragraph of the story restores the relationship rather than creating a deeper 
rift. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The characters emerge in some 
amount of good faith with the gods, but the passage does not suggest they 
knew the plans of the gods all along. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The gift of Hope restores Pandora’s faith that the 
gods mean well, and the fact that the evils have been unleashed on the 
world shows the gods think the people have been punished enough. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The gods have wronged the 
characters, who feel great emotional pain for the first time. However, the 
characters emerge feeling courageous as they are saved by Hope. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 11 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 (2018) 

Question 11 

30931 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While it may seem alarming that evils 
are coming out of the box, the word “malignant” is used to describe the evils 
themselves, not the reaction of someone who sees the evils unleashed. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The evils are a force to be reckoned 
with, but “malignant” does not imply size. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The evils do rush forth from the box, but 
“malignant” does not imply speed. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – “Malignant” means “wicked” in this context. It fits 
with “ruthless, fierce, treacherous, and cruel”. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 12 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 12 

30933 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning 
how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), 
and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects 
as mystery, tension, or surprise. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the lines show Pandora’s distress, 
they do not show a change in her attitude. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – These lines contain an unanswered question, 
extended descriptions of a mysterious deed, and other elements that create 
suspense and lead the reader to the revelation in line 11 that Pandora has 
opened the box. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. There is tension in these lines because 
the reader does not understand the problem, but there is not actually a 
conflict between the characters. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. There is some mystery as the reader 
does not yet know what Pandora has done, but because no problem has 
been introduced, there is no solution suggested. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 13 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 13 

30944 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning 
how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), 
and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects 
as mystery, tension, or surprise. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Epimetheus blames himself for 
the event because he left Pandora alone, the discussion does not shed light 
on past events, nor does it increase a sense of surprise. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The lines show a disagreement between the 
characters, who each blame themselves for the situation they find themselves 
in. Emotions become more heightened and the discussion more dramatic as 
the two characters focus on who is to blame. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The lines allow us to understand 
Epimetheus’s self-blame, but they do not explain the characters’ motivations 
or inspire sympathy. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The lines discuss a problem, but it is not 
a new one that must be solved, and the lines do not build suspense. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 14 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 14 

30929 

Points Possible: 2 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Epimetheus feels hopeful about moving forward 
together. Pandora and Epimetheus learn to build a stronger relationship with 
each other after undergoing hardship. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Pandora and Epimetheus do 
eventually find a way to overcome their difficulty and confront it openly, so 
they do not ignore it. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the punishment for curiosity 
does seem severe here, Pandora clearly believes she deserves punishment. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Pandora and Epimetheus have a 
relationship that grows over the course of the text, but their love is not 
described as a mysterious gift that requires nurturing. 

 
Part B 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Pandora does feel despair, but hope 
helps her out of this despair, which is the theme of the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Epimetheus does want to share 
responsibility for blame with Pandora, but this detail alone does not support 
the main theme of hope or the idea of moving forward together. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Pandora does describe demons, 
she does not do so in order to rationalize her mistake, nor does this idea relate 
to the main theme of hope. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Near line 40, Epimetheus discusses hope and 
describes the birds, which he feels foreshadows a way for the pair to find a 
better life after despair. 
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Question 14 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 15 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 15 

30938 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Literary 

Content Standard: Analyze how an author draws on and transforms 
source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a 
theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on 
a play by Shakespeare). 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Passage 2 shows Pandora’s anguish 
and guilt, but it does not take a subjective stance or provide a judgement. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Passage 2 shows Epimetheus’s own 
feelings of guilt, and does not provide details of his quarrel with the gods as 
mentioned in Passage 1. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the passage describes 
Pandora’s “demons” and an experience with an oracle, Pandora’s past and 
purpose with the gods is not explained as it is in Passage 1. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Epimetheus is only mentioned in Passage 1, but 
in Passage 2 he plays a role in the emotional struggle of the text through 
dialogue. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 16 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 16 

31605 

Points Possible: 10 

Topic: Writing 

Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 16 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 10 points
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Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is fully 
sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, 
audience, and task with an effective organizational structure. 
The response presents a clear controlling idea and 
demonstrates a skillful use of transitions which contributes to 
the clear progression of ideas, earning the maximum four 
points in the assigned category. 

Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns the 
maximum four points for providing thorough, convincing, and 
credible support while citing evidence for the controlling 
idea. 

Conventions – This response earns the maximum two points for 
demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions. 



48 (2018) 

Sample Response: 9 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is fully 
sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, 
audience, and task with an effective organizational structure. 
It also presents a strongly maintained controlling idea and 
provides a skillful use of transitions, which contributes to the 
clear progression of ideas, earning the maximum four points 
in the assigned category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns three out of 
four possible points in the category of evidence and 
elaboration. The evidence is generally integrated with 
relevant information drawn from the text; however, it is done 
with minimal elaboration or connection to the controlling 
idea. The response demonstrates an adequate expression of 
ideas, showcasing variety in the sentence structure. 
 
Conventions – This response earns the maximum two points 
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – While this response initially 
provides a strong controlling idea, it is only adequately 
sustained and generally focused within the purpose, 
audience, and task, as the concept is inconsistently 
represented within the response.  The response demonstrates 
an evident organizational structure, a clear progression of 
ideas, and an adequate use of transitional strategies, earning 
three out of four points in the assigned category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns three out 
of four possible points in the category of evidence and 
elaboration for providing adequate support when 
incorporating and citing evidence for the controlling idea. 
There is also an adequate expression of ideas with a mix of 
general and specific language.  
 
Conventions – This response earns one out of two possible 
points for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – While this response has a 
focused controlling idea, it is insufficiently sustained within the 
purpose, audience, and task. Likewise, its organization is 
inconsistent, as there is an uneven progression of ideas with 
an inadequate introduction and conclusion, thus, earning 
two out of the four possible points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns two out 
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the 
response provides weakly integrated evidence from sources 
with an ineffective use of elaborative techniques. The 
expression of ideas is simplistic with little variety in sentence 
structure. 
 
Conventions – This response earns the maximum two points 
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is somewhat 
sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, yet it 
presents an uneven progression of ideas, summarizing rather 
than elaborating on the controlling idea. Likewise, the 
organization is inconsistent and displays weak transitional 
strategies between paragraphs, thus, earning two out of the 
four possible points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns two out 
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the 
response provides weakly integrated evidence and uneven 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns the maximum two points 
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 
conventions. 

 



56 (2018) 

Sample Response: 5 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is somewhat 
sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, as it does 
not fully address the prompt directive. Likewise, its 
organization and progression of ideas are uneven and 
inconsistent, earning two out of the four possible points for this 
category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns two out 
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the 
response provides weak, cursory support for the controlling 
idea. In addition, the expression of ideas is imprecise and 
simplistic. 
 
Conventions – This response earns one out of two possible 
points for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 4 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – While there is an evident 
organizational structure and it employs transitional strategies, 
this response demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, 
audience, and task, earning one out of four possible points 
for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns one out 
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it 
provides cursory support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns the maximum two points 
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 4 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is related to 
the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, 
audience, and task, and it has no discernible organizational 
structure, earning one out of four possible points for this 
category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns one out 
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it 
provides cursory support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns the maximum two points 
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 3 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is related to 
the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, 
audience, and task, and has no discernible organizational 
structure, earning one out of four possible points for this 
category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns one out 
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it 
provides cursory support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns one out of two possible 
points for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is minimally 
related to the topic and demonstrates no awareness of the 
purpose, audience, and task, and it has no discernible 
organizational structure, earning zero out of four possible 
points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns zero out of 
four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it 
provides no support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns one out of two possible 
points for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Stimulus for Questions 24 – 29 
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Stimulus for Questions 24 – 29 
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Question 24 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 24 

25230 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 
a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that 
point of view or purpose. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The phrase expresses skepticism but 
gives no indication of an alternate explanation at this point. The author 
questions the numbers Berman uses, or the extent to which this is true, more so 
than the truth of the explanation itself. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The author begins speaking about the 
emerald ash borer, but he does not do it because he recognizes a flaw in 
Berman’s findings, he does so to corroborate his own belief in the experiment 
(and for anyone reading the passage who thinks there is no way Berman’s 
results could be accurate or that no one else has studied something similar 
before). 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The author asks this question after initially 
presenting Berman’s research; he acknowledges how impossible the findings 
sound with the question and then supports them further with other research. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because they agree that the question implies skepticism, which is never 
resolved, but the author continues to share further research to corroborate 
Berman’s findings. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 25 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 25 

25229 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges 
and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: Key – This sentence supports the central idea 
because it revolves around the basis for Berman’s exploration as to why trees 
are beneficial to people’s health. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – This sentence provides evidence that trees 
correlate to an improvement in health by those who are located nearby, 
which supports the central idea. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: Key – This sentence describes a Toronto-based 
study that determined that people with cardio-metabolic conditions can 
benefit simply from viewing a handful of trees on their block, which supports 
the central idea. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Although this sentence provides 
background information on how humans perceive trees in urban environments 
and trees in natural environments, it does not support the central idea of 
examining the correlation between trees and human health benefits. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This relates to visual images, which 
are important to the passage; however, it does not address the central idea, 
which is that looking at nature can have beneficial effects on people. 
 
Rationale for Sixth Option: This is incorrect. This sentence represents how the 
results of the studies could be implemented, but does not directly support the 
main idea. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the three 
correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because two of the 
selected choices are incorrect. In order to receive full credit 
for this item, all selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected are incorrect. 
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Question 26 

25226 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the assessments were 
undoubtedly administered under controlled conditions, that is not the 
meaning of “cognitive” in any sense. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The word “cognitive” means “relating to mental 
actions”, and the context clues in paragraph 6, such as “tests of memory and 
attention”, help readers determine this meaning. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Because the main idea of the article 
focuses on health, the reader may assume that the subjects were given 
physical exams. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Readers might think that “cognitive” 
means “timed” because volunteers were sent on “a fifty-minute walk” and 
they took tests afterward with recorded scores; however, the context clues in 
paragraph 6, such as “tests of memory and attention”, help readers determine 
the meaning of “cognitive” is “relating to mental actions”. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 27 

25225 

Points Possible: 2 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: Key – This idea is supported by evidence presented in 
paragraph 6. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the author hopes that cities 
might “move toward richly hued streetscapes”, and some hospitals have 
already spent “many billions of dollars” in new designs, readers cannot make 
the inference that cities will follow suit because of this recent study. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the passage describes a 
study conducted at the University of Michigan, this study was done over a 
decade ago and there is no implication in the passage otherwise that 
suggests this inference. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The article discusses the levels of 
saturation and hue in natural environments; however, it does not mention 
flowering trees in regards to saturation levels, so readers cannot make this 
inference based on the information. 

 
Part B 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This quotation could support option B in 
Part A. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This quotation could support option B or 
C in Part A, or if students misunderstand the message of paragraph 5, they 
might think it supports why a person would rather hike in nature than on a 
street. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This quotation supports the correct answer in Part 
A by distinguishing the benefits of interacting with nature at different times of 
day. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This quotation could support options B 
or D in Part A. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to receive partial credit 
for this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 28 

25224 

Points Possible: 2 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and 
fallacious reasoning. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The Toronto study focused on larger 
effects of trees in the city, not voluntary and involuntary attention. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the US Forest Service’s 
analysis and results were important for Berman’s study in Toronto, the analysis 
and results illustrate the effects of not having trees around, not a hierarchy. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The statement supports a practical ranking of 
ways that trees, natural images, and abstract forms affect human well-being, 
as discussed in paragraph 7. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Ulrich’s discovery only relates to health 
benefits for those who have a window overlooking a tree. 

 
Part B 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This option relates to the study by the 
US Forest Service, not the visual study. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The statement summarizes the conclusion of the 
visual study and adds a ranking of the effects of different visual experiences 
on health. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This option relates to the study by the 
US Forest Service and/or the Toronto study, but not the visual study. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This option relates to the study in 
Toronto, not the visual study. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 



105 (2018) 
  

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to receive partial credit 
for this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 29 

27595 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The author points to multiple sources of expert 
evidence, integrating that evidence to drive home the connection to the 
reader. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The author alludes to the relationship 
between trees and a youthful feeling, but not to studies of the actual 
biomechanical process that causes this to take place. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The author does not explicitly ask the 
reader to engage in this kind of speculation, nor could this strategy be used to 
support his claim. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The author does not suggest that this is 
already a widely held belief in the population at large, nor would this be a 
successful strategy in developing or supporting his claim. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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