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English Language Arts I 
Spring 2018 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

9 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

B 1 point 

10 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Determine a central idea of a text 
and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 

B; A, B 2 points 

11 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Analyze in detail how an author’s 
ideas or claims are developed 
and refined by particular 
sentences, paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). 

D 1 point 

12 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Analyze how the author unfolds an 
analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the 
points are made, how they are 
introduced and developed, and 
the connections that are drawn 
between them. 

C 1 point 

13 Multi-
Select Informational 

Determine an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how an author uses 
rhetoric to advance that point of 
view or purpose. 

E, F 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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English Language Arts I 
Spring 2018 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

14 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases 
based on grades 9–10 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

C; B 2 points 

15 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in 
a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious 
reasoning. 

A; B 2 points 

16 Extended 
Response Writing 

Write arguments to support 
claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 

--- 10 points 

23 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Determine an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how an author uses 
rhetoric to advance that point of 
view or purpose. 

A; D, E 2 points 

24 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Analyze how the author unfolds 
an analysis or series of ideas or 
events, including the order in 
which the points are made, how 
they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections 
that are drawn between them. 

B 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Spring 2018 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key Points 

25 Hot Text Informational 

Analyze in detail how an author’s 
ideas or claims are developed 
and refined by particular 
sentences, paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a section 
or chapter). 

--- 1 point 

26 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Analyze in detail how an author’s 
ideas or claims are developed 
and refined by particular 
sentences, paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a section 
or chapter). 

A 1 point 

27 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language of 
a court opinion differs from that 
of a newspaper). 

B 1 point 

28 Multi-
Select Informational 

Determine a central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over the course of 
the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

A, C, E 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.
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Stimulus for Questions 9 – 16 
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Stimulus for Questions 9 – 16
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Question 9 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 9 

 
31556 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Tourism and money are important 
concepts in the passage, but this does not support the idea that money from 
tourists replaces lost admission revenue. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – This quotation explains the way the Hammer 
Museum was able to replace the money it lost by offering free admission. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This quotation discusses an increase in 
attendance “since going free”, but it does not support the idea that museums 
have replaced lost revenue by doing so. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Further changes in accessibility have 
been made at museums offering free admission, but this statement does not 
explain how they have been able to replace lost revenue. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 10 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 10 

31557 

Points Possible: 2 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges 
and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The expense of operating aquariums is 
a detail in the passage, but it is not a central idea. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – This states the central idea of the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The relationship between free 
admission and attendance is discussed in the passage, but it is not true that 
expensive museums have seen a drop in attendance. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The role of tourism is mentioned several 
times in the passage, but it is not a central idea. 

 
Part B 
Rationale for First Option: Key – This quotation describes the trend of free 
museum admissions, which is a central idea in the passage. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – This quotation supports the idea that some 
museums are concerned about not being able to offer free admission, which 
is central to the passage. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. This quotation connects to Option C 
in Part A, but tourism is not part of the central idea of the passage. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This quotation relates to other 
changes that are connected to the free admission trend, but it does not 
support the central idea of the passage. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This quotation relates to an 
additional change the Dallas museum has made, but does not support the 
central idea of the passage. 
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Question 10 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.   
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 11 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 11 

31566 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The author describes the impact of 
eliminating admission fees throughout the passage, but there is no 
pronounced shift. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The author discusses the trend of 
eliminating admission fees, but does not detail how it might be stopped. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The author details the effects of 
eliminating admission fees, but does not explain economic theories until 
paragraph 22. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – This is the structural shift in the author’s ideas that 
occurs between paragraphs 20 and 21. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 12 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 12 

31560 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although well-known museums are 
likely to charge high admission fees, this is not the connection described by 
the author. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The free institutions described in the 
passage are smaller museums, but this connection is not supported. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This is the connection made by the author. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The idea that geography impacts the 
likelihood of a museum offering free admission is not supported by the 
passage. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 13 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 13 

31567 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 
a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that 
point of view or purpose. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. The author does not describe or 
refine meanings of key terms. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. The author focuses his discussion 
on free museums and does not refer to other amenities. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. The author does not discuss 
museum staff, although this topic is described in Passage 1. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. While the author mentions what 
portion of total revenues one museum’s admission fees amount to, he does 
not cite statistics to show how much money is actually lost when museums do 
not charge for admission. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – The author compares and contrasts 
throughout the passage. 
 
Rationale for Sixth Option: Key – The author quotes several experts, and 
includes his own narration. 
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Question 13 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected are incorrect. 
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Question 14 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 14 

31573 

Points Possible: 2 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This response might be indicated by 
the description of the different groups, but it does not reflect the meaning of 
the tested word. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This response might be indicated by the 
description of museums, but it does not reflect the meaning of the tested 
word. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This response is supported by the description of 
the different groups and by the quotation in Part B. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This response might be indicated by 
the word “economic”, but it does not reflect the meaning of the tested word. 

 
Part B 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This response is connected to the 
incorrect Option B in Part A. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The “strata” discussed in the passage are 
different segments of the city's population. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This quotation refers to the museum, 
but does not support the meaning of “strata”. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This quotation refers to the museum, 
but does not support the meaning of “strata”. 
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Question 14 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.   
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Question 15 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 15 

31572 

Points Possible: 2 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and 
fallacious reasoning. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: Key – This is the claim made in paragraph 20. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The paragraph references a loss of 
revenue, but does not support the idea that the director is worried. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The paragraph mentions the cafe and 
gift shop, but does not support the idea that the director plans to expand 
them. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The paragraph mentions the cafe and 
gift shop, but does not support the idea that prices will be raised. 
 
Part B 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. A number is mentioned, but the 
director states that the lost revenue has been offset by purchases. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The director states that revenue from the cafe 
and gift shop has replaced that lost from admission fees. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The paragraph contains a quotation 
from the director, but he does not state his hopes for the future. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. A number is mentioned, but the 
director states that the museum makes enough money from the cafe and gift 
shop to offset the revenue lost by offering free admission. 
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Question 15 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 16 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 16 

31583 

Points Possible: 10 

Topic: Writing 

Content Standard: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 16 
 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is 
adequately sustained and generally focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task with an evident organizational 
structure that includes a sufficient introduction and 
conclusion, earning three out of four points in the assigned 
category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns three out of 
four possible points in the category of evidence and 
elaboration for providing adequate support when citing 
evidence for the writer’s claim, using facts and details from 
the source as support. 
 
Conventions – This response earns the two maximum points 
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Formatting, and Organization – This response 
maintains a claim that is adequately sustained and generally 
focused within the purpose, audience, and task with an 
evident organizational structure. The response employs 
transitions to guide readers through the progression of ideas, 
though not always skillfully implemented. The response 
demonstrates an adequate, yet repetitive, progression of 
ideas, earning three out of four points in the assigned 
category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns two out of 
four possible points for evidence and elaboration as the 
response provides uneven support for the writer’s claim, 
soliciting evidence from one passage. 
 
Conventions – This response earns the two maximum points 
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Formatting, and Organization – This response is 
adequately sustained and generally focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task with an evident organizational 
structure. An opposing claim is addressed but not refuted, 
earning three out of four points in the assigned category. 

Evidence and Elaboration – While this response provides 
evidence from the text that is generally relevant and 
integrated, the response does not direct the reader to the 
proper source when quoting the text, resulting in two out of 
four possible points for evidence and elaboration.   

Conventions – This response earns the two maximum points 
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Formatting, and Organization – This response is 
somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task 
but includes some extraneous material. Likewise, its 
organization is inconsistent, earning a possible two out of four 
points for this category. 

Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns three out 
of four possible points in the category of evidence and 
elaboration for providing adequate support when citing 
evidence for the writer’s claim. 

Conventions – This response earns the two maximum points 
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Elaboration – This response is somewhat 
sustained within the purpose, audience, and task. Likewise, its 
organization and use of transitions is inconsistent, earning a 
possible two out of four points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns two out 
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration as the 
response provides uneven, cursory support for the writer’s 
claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns the two maximum points 
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 4 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is somewhat 
sustained within the purpose, audience and task but includes 
extraneous, loosely related material. The response 
acknowledges an opposing claim; however, it is insufficiently 
addressed. Likewise, its organization is inconsistent, earning a 
possible two out of four points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns one out of 
four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the 
response provides cursory support for the writer’s claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns one out of two points for 
demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions.  
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Sample Response: 3 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is related to 
the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, 
audience, and task and has no discernible organizational 
structure, earning one out of four points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns zero out of 
four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it 
provides no support for the writer’s claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns the two maximum points 
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is related to 
the topic and acknowledges an opposing claim; however, it 
demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, audience, and 
task and has no discernible organizational structure, earning 
one out of four points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns one out 
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the 
response provides cursory support for the writer’s claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns zero out of two possible 
points because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Stimulus for Questions 23 – 28 
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Stimulus for Questions 23 – 28 
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1108 
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Question 23 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 23 

26331 

Points Possible: 2 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 
a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that 
point of view or purpose. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Students should choose this option because the 
language is very technical and domain-specific in nature, which gives the 
impression that the passage is primarily informative. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because the author does use lists, but the author’s purpose is informative, not 
suggestive. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because the author uses technical language to describe waterways, but the 
author does not use figurative language. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because the author does discuss lake use, but the purpose of the passage is 
not to increase lake usage or persuade people of anything. 

 
Part B 
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Although this detail is certainly 
informative, it is neither technical nor scientific in nature. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. Although this detail is certainly 
informative, this word choice is more playful and designed to pique a reader's 
interest; it is neither technical nor scientific in nature. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. Although this option uses a large 
word like “accelerate”, it is neither technical nor scientific in nature. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – This option uses science content words like 
“overgrowth of algae” and “inflow” to describe scientific processes, as well as 
elements like “phosphorus” and “nitrogen”. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – This option introduces and describes a 
scientific process. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.   
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 24 

26334 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. 



97 (2018) 
   

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The first three paragraphs mention 
lakes by name, including the Great Lakes, but these lakes are not mentioned 
again throughout the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Paragraphs 1-3 highlight the diversity of lakes, 
while the rest of the passage highlights characteristics common to lake 
ecosystems (which are unique). 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Paragraph 3 describes how lakes have 
been shrinking since the ice age, but there are no details in the text about 
projected growth. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The first three paragraphs describe 
some differences between saltwater and freshwater lakes, but this idea is not 
further developed in the passage. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 25 

26329 

Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

• “Most lakes contain fresh water, but some, especially those where water
cannot escape via a river, can be classified as saline lakes.” (selected);

AND

• “Lakes formed by the erosive force of ancient glaciers, such as the Great
Lakes, can be thousands of feet deep.” (selected) (1 point)

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Question 26 

26325 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Paragraph 13 functions as an introduction to the 
list of details the author will provide about environmental impact on lakes. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The passage describes the 
environmental benefits of lakes, but paragraph 13 describes the natural 
damages that lakes incur. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Paragraph 13 does serve as an 
introduction; however, it introduces readers to a variety of environmental 
problems lakes face, not necessarily just human problems. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The paragraph does acknowledge 
“problems”, but “characteristics of lakes” is a section that appears earlier in 
the text. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 27 

 
26330 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it is a word used to describe the effects of fluctuations in lake levels, 
but it refers to the aftermath of fluctuations. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Students should choose this option not only 
because “changes” is synonymous with “fluctuations” in this context, but the 
word “these” also gives a context clue. The word “wide” is also used to 
describe “fluctuations” and suggests a range, which may also be a context 
clue. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it provides a context clue for “anomalies”, another likely unfamiliar 
word, but it is not a context clue for “fluctuations”. “Extended periods” is 
almost the opposite of “fluctuations”. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because the word refers to a way that humans can cause fluctuations in 
water levels, but it does not contribute to an understanding of the word 
“fluctuations” in context. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 28 

26336 

Points Possible: 1 

Topic: Informational 

Content Standard: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges 
and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: Key – Students should choose this option because it 
establishes a context for the entire passage. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it mentions aquatic life, but this does not contribute to a summary 
because it does not mention which aquatic life or lake conditions. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: Key – Students should choose this option because it 
outlines which creatures rely on lakes and why. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it outlines one factor that contributes to diminishing lakes and the 
delicate nature of their ecosystems, but it only mentions one contributing 
factor. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – Students should choose this option because 
there are several problems that plague lakes, as detailed in the passage. 
 
Rationale for Sixth Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it describes a cause and effect relationship between animals and 
lakes’ delicate ecosystems, but this is not part of a major idea that is 
developed in the passage. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the three 
correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, all selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because two of the 
selected choices are incorrect. In order to receive full credit 
for this item, all selections must be correct. 





The Ohio Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.

Copyright © 2018 by the Ohio Department of Education. All rights reserved.


	Scoring Guidelines
	OST_Sp18_IRSG_ELA I_table pgs.pdf
	Scoring Guidelines




