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Grade 6 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

8 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how a particular 
sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza fits into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the theme, 
setting, or plot. (RL.6.5) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

9 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Demonstrate understanding 
of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. (L.6.5) 

Level 2 D 1 point 

10 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word 
choices, including sensory 
language, on meaning and 
tone. (RL.6.4) 

Level 2 D 1 point 

11 

Evidence
-Based 
Selected 
Response 

Literary 

Describe how a particular 
story’s or drama’s plot unfolds 
in a series of episodes as well 
as how the characters 
respond or change as the 
plot moves toward a 
resolution. (RL.6.3) 

Level 3 A; D 2 points 

12 
Multi-
Select 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how a particular 
sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza fits into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the theme, 
setting, or plot. (RL.6.5) 

Level 2 C, E 1 point 

13 
Multi-
Select 
Item 

Literary 

Explain how an author uses 
the point of view to develop 
the perspective of the 
narrator or speaker in a text. 
(RL.6.6) 

Level 3 A, B 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Grade 6 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

14 

Evidence
-Based 
Selected 
Response 

Literary 

Analyze literary text 
development. a. Determine a 
theme of a text and how it is 
conveyed through particular 
details. b. Incorporate a 
theme and story details into 
an objective summary of the 
text. (RL.6.2) 

Level 3 D; C 2 points 

15 Hot Text 
Item Informational 

Analyze in detail how a key 
individual, event, or idea is 
introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text (e.g., 
through examples or 
anecdotes). (RI.6.3) 

Level 2 --- 1 point 

16 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze how a particular 
sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section fits into the 
overall structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the ideas. 
(RI.6.5) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

17 

Evidence
-Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Integrate information 
presented in different media 
or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in 
words to develop a coherent 
understanding of a topic or 
issue. (RI.6.7) 

Level 3 B; B 2 points 

18 
Multi-
Select 
Item 

Informational 

Cite textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. (RI.6.1) 

Level 1 A, E 1 point 

19 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine an author’s 
perspective or purpose in a 
text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text. (RI.6.6) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Grade 6 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

20 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Compare and contrast one 
author’s presentation of 
events with that of another 
(e.g., a memoir written by 
and a biography on the same 
person). (RI.6.9) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

21 

Evidence
-Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Cite textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. (RI.6.1) 

Level 3 B; C 2 points 

22 
Extended 
Response 
Item 

Writing 

Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the 
selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content. 
(W.6.2) 

Level 4 --- 10 points 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) refers to the complexity of thinking required to complete  
a task in a given item. Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. Items with a DOK 2 designation 
require students to make decisions, solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or 
locate supportive details. Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive 
tasks such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, justifying, or 
proving a statement, or approaching abstract and complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 
items will be developed at the DOK 3 level for each set of items written to a passage  
or passage set. Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to be 
synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may be used for the 
development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Stimulus for Questions 8 – 14 
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Grade 6 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 8 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 8 35331 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, 
scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and 
contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
(RL.6.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Though the conflict in the story has to 
do with which part of the pearl business Ramón is most involved in, paragraph 
4 does not introduce this problem. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Paragraph 4 provides a variety of descriptive 
details about the tasks Ramón will be performing in his father’s business from 
now on. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Paragraph 4 refers to some qualities of 
pearls but does not describe pearls. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Since before the story begins, the two 
main characters already have a father and son relationship, so this is not how 
the paragraph contributes to the plot. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 9 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 9 35332 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
(L.6.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The word “beamed” suggests 
something to do with appearance, and it relates to feelings like happiness and 
pride, so “talking loudly” is not what it suggests. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. He is pointing at a sign, suggesting he 
could be staring at something, but the phrase suggests he is in a very good 
mood. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. He is telling his son what may happen 
in the future, suggesting that he is thinking about it, but the phrase is about his 
current emotional state. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – The phrase “beamed with pride” suggests that 
he is in a good mood and happy to begin working with his son. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 10 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 10 35333 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices, including 
sensory language, on meaning and tone. (RL.6.4)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Taken literally, the sentence could 
mean that the pearl belongs to a king; however, the context suggests that he 
is describing the appearance of the pearl. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Ramón’s father, who is the “king” of his 
business, takes the pearl from his son and is excited about it, but the context 
does not support the idea that it is a gift. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. He is using figurative speech to imply 
that the pearl is more valuable than his son believes, not the other way 
around. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – The context supports the idea that Ramón’s 
father is making a statement regarding the high quality of the pearl, as he first 
examines it. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 11 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 (2021) 
  

Question 11 35330 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot 
unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond 
or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. (RL.6.3)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: Key – After several months of working in the family 
business, Ramón is able to both quickly and accurately evaluate pearls, and 
he is shown having the confidence to explain his opinions on pearls to his 
father. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although he seems disappointed 
about not getting to sail, he does not indicate that he is bored or tired of 
working in his father’s business. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. One of Ramón’s father’s goals is to 
pass on the family business and knowledge to future generations, but Ramón 
has not reached the point where he is thinking of that. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Though he works quickly, the 
conversation with his father reveals that he is still doing thoughtful work. 
 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While he drops a weight when his 
father comes in, this is a momentary action due to being startled. The 
paragraphs that follow show he is not afraid of his father. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This is a change that Ramón’s father 
anticipates, but it has not happened yet, so it does not affect his relationship 
with his father. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This is not a change in Ramón; he 
seems to imply that he likes and admires his father from the beginning of the 
story. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Ramón explains that after four months he has 
learned how to stand up to his father about work and defend his decisions, 
indicating that he was not like that before because he did not know so much 
about pearls. 
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Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 11 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points). Option A in Part A correctly 
identifies how the character Ramón changes after 4 months of work. 
Option B correctly identifies how that change impacted his 
relationship with his father. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Option A in Part A 
correctly identifies how the character Ramón changes after  
4 months of work. Option A in Part B does not correctly identify  
how that change impacted his relationship with his father. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Option A in Part A 
correctly identifies how the character Ramón changes after  
4 months of work. Option B in Part B does not correctly identify  
how that change impacted his relationship with his father. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Option B in Part A does not 
identify the change in Ramón after four months of working with his 
father. Even though Option D in Part B correctly identifies how 
Ramón’s relationship with his father was impacted, no credit can be 
given if Part A is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part A incorrectly identifies 
the way Ramón changes after 4 months of working with his father. 
To earn any credit for this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 12 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 12 35335 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, 
scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and 
contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
(RL.6.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Ramón is in his office while his father 
is out encouraging the crew to make preparations to sail, but this is not 
showing a comparison between the main characters. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. Paragraph 7 refers to the five 
blue boats in the fleet, but there is no indication that the fleet is larger than it 
used to be. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: Key – The paragraphs demonstrate the main 
character’s determination to finish his work quickly in order to show his father 
he is ready to take on his new role. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Although paragraph 7 describes 
the men working on the beach, they are not part of the rest of the passage or 
its plot. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – Paragraph 7 shows the main character 
working at his desk while watching the crew on the boats prepare to go 
diving, which is where he ultimately wants to be. 
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Question 12 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point). Options C and E provide 
explanations of how paragraphs 7 and 8 contribute to the plot of 
the passage. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). While Option E provides an 
explanation of how the paragraphs contribute to the plot, Option D 
does not. To earn credit, both Option C and Option E must be 
selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Neither Option A nor  
Option B identifies the ways paragraph 7 and 8 contribute to the 
development of the plot of the passage. 
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Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 13 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 13 35334 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Explain how an author uses the point of view to 
develop the perspective of the narrator or speaker in a text. (RL.6.6)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: Key – The first-person perspective reveals that 
Ramón has some doubts regarding his roles in the company. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – The first-person perspective reveals that 
Ramón wanted to dive for pearls when he turned sixteen and that he is trying 
to finish his work quickly so that he can sail with the boats. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. Much of the passage centers on 
the activity of evaluating pearls, but nowhere does the first-person narrative 
reveal the exact way this is done. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. The context suggests that Ramón 
is a quick learner, but the first-person perspective does not explain the way he 
was able to learn so quickly. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. Ramón observes the members of 
the boat crew as they’re working, but the first-person perspective does not 
show how he feels about the other workers in the office. 
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Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 13 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point). Option A and Option B 
correctly identify how the first-person point of view helps to reveal 
Ramón’s perspective. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Option B correctly identifies 
how the first-person point of view helps to reveal Ramón’s 
perspective; however, Option E is incorrect. To earn credit for this 
response, both Option A and Option B must be selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Neither Option C nor  
Option D correctly identifies how the first-person point of view 
reveals Ramón’s perspective. 



37 (2021) 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 6 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 14 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 14 35328 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Analyze literary text development. a. Determine  
a theme of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details. 
b. Incorporate a theme and story details into an objective summary 
of the text. (RL.6.2)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the incident between Ramón 
and his father about the quality of the pearl could imply that Ramón values 
honesty, this is not the main theme of the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Ramón’s father is excited about the 
success the Salazars will achieve now that father and son are working 
together, but the theme of the passage does not relate to being the best at 
something. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Ramón is having to learn about 
the business first from his father instead of being able to join as part of the 
crew, this is not a theme developed in the passage. Ramón’s frustration is 
about having to wait to achieve his goal, not about having to learn from 
others. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – A theme of the story is that Ramón must be 
patient and work hard learning about pearls and different aspects of his 
father’s business before he can achieve his goal of working with the crew. 
 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This could support a theme of success, 
but it does not directly convey the idea that achieving a goal often requires 
patience and hard work. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This detail shows how Ramón has 
waited for this opportunity, but it does not convey the idea that achieving a 
goal often requires patience and hard work. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This detail supports the theme that Ramón must 
be patient and learn important foundational skills before he can achieve his 
goal of joining the crew. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Ramón’s father is preparing his ship for 
a journey at this point in the story, but this does not convey the idea that 
achieving a goal often requires patience and hard work. 
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Question 14 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points). The response correctly 
identifies Option D as the theme of the passage in Part A and 
identifies Option C in Part B as the quote from paragraph 6 that 
supports the theme. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). The theme of the passage 
is correctly identified as Option D in Part A; however, the quote 
identified in Option B of Part B does not support the idea that 
achieving a goal requires patience and hard work. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). The theme of the passage 
is correctly identified as Option D in Part A; however, the quote 
identified in Option A of Part B does not support the idea that 
achieving a goal requires patience and hard work. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). The theme is incorrectly 
identified as the frustration felt when learning from others. To earn 
any credit for this item, Option D in Part A must be identified as the 
theme of the passage. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). The theme is unrelated to 
what success means. Even though Option D in Part B is correct 
support, it supports Option D of Part A. To earn any credit for this 
item, Option D in Part A must be identified as the theme of the 
passage. 
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Stimulus for Questions 15 – 22 
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Stimulus for Questions 15 – 22 830 
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Question 15 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 15 27144 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or 
idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through 
examples or anecdotes). (RI.6.3)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full credit response includes: 

• 10    “While relaxing in my bed, I thought of the miners from the Klondike gold  
        rush. After five days, I was able to eat a nice meal, take a warm shower,     
        and relax in a comfortable bed. But when the miners reached Lake  
        Bennett, they had to cut down trees, saw them into boards, build boats,  
        and travel 500 miles down dangerous rivers and lakes. Then, when they  
        finally reached the goldfields, they had to start digging.” selected  
        (1 point). 
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Question 15 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point). The response highlights 
paragraph 10, which includes a description of what the author 
learned on his trip along the Chilkoot Trail. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). The response highlights 
paragraph 7, which does not include a description of what the 
author learned on his trip along the Chilkoot Trail. To earn credit for 
this item, paragraph 10 must be selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). The response highlights 
paragraph 8, which does not include a description of what the 
author learned on his trip along the Chilkoot Trail. To earn credit for 
this item, paragraph 10 must be selected. 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 16 28087 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and 
contributes to the development of the ideas. (RI.6.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Paragraph 3 explains the reason the author 
wanted to go on the trip in the first place. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the map shows the start of 
the trail and this paragraph mentions the trail, paragraph 1 already does so, 
and that is not the focus of paragraph 3. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the author faced many 
obstacles (bears, injury) on the trip, they are not highlighted in paragraph 3. 
While the author admits he "had to hike this trail myself," paragraph 1 already 
establishes his nerves about the hike. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the author does mention the 
items he took on the trip in paragraph 1, they are not mentioned in paragraph 
3. This paragraph does not focus on why he brought those things, but why he 
took the trip in the first place. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 17 27150 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Integrate information presented in different 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to 
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. (RI.6.7)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The author explains that the miners 
had to continue on from Lake Bennett to the gold mines, but the mines 
themselves are not shown on this map, as the author mentions miners, from 
Lake Bennett, had to “travel 500 miles down dangerous rivers and lakes. Then, 
when they finally reached the goldfields, they had to start digging.” 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The map shows the distance between the 
trailhead, where the author began, and Lake Bennett, where he ended his 
journey. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although there may have been 
additional routes to get into Canada, the map only shows one route, and 
such an idea is not relevant to the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although there may have been 
additional routes to get into Canada, the map only shows one route, and 
such an idea is not relevant to the passage. 
 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Both passages mention the Klondike, 
but its size is not shown in the map. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Readers can infer from Passage 1 that the map 
shows part of the Klondike, the focus of Passage 2; this information helps 
readers understand where the relevant part of the Klondike was, the border of 
Alaska and Canada; that information is not given in Passage 2, so this provides 
important context. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the map shows rivers and lakes, 
that is not important information from Passage 2, nor can readers extend what 
is shown in the map to the entire area of the Klondike. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Annie Hall Strong is the focus of 
Passage 2, but readers cannot assume she camped at the same spots as the 
author of Passage 1. 

 
 



64 (2021) 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 6 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 17 

 
Sample Responses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



65 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points). Option B in Part A accurately 
describes how the map adds to the information provided in the first 
passage. Option B in Part B correctly identifies information from the 
map that is specific to the Klondike. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Option B in Part A 
accurately describes how the map adds to the information 
provided in the first passage. Option A in Part B does not correctly 
identify information from the map that is specific to the Klondike. The 
map identifies where part of the Klondike was, which is Option B in 
Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Option B in Part A 
accurately describes how the map adds to the information 
provided in the first passage. Option C in Part B does not correctly 
identify information from the map that is specific to the Klondike. The 
map identifies where part of the Klondike was, which is Option B in 
Part B. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Option D in Part A does not 
correctly identify how the map adds to the understanding of 
Passage 1. To earn credit the response must identify how the map 
adds to understanding the passage which is Option B. Even though 
Option B in Part B is correct, no credit is earned if Part A is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Option D in Part A does not 
correctly identify how the map adds to the understanding of 
Passage 1. To earn credit, the response must identify how the map 
adds to understanding the passage, which is Option B. 
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Question 18 27145 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
(RI.6.1)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 
Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: Key – Strong recommends taking canvas bags to 
keep bedding, clothing, and footwear in in paragraph 14. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. While this might seem logical, 
Strong actually recommends using the canvas bags as bedding instead of 
sleeping bags because "people have been disappointed" in sleeping bags 
(paragraph 15). 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. In paragraph 14, Strong says that 
sugar substitutes were not the answer and that people were "loud in their 
condemnation" of saccharine. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. In paragraph 14, Strong says that 
evaporated eggs "are a failure," so this would not be a correct response. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – Strong, toward the end of paragraph 14, 
recommends taking lemonade tablets because they are easier to carry than 
lime juice or citric acid. 
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Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point). Lemonade tablets and 
canvas bags (Option A and Option E) are correctly identified as 
things that should be taken on a trip to the Klondike. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Lemonade tablets (Option E) 
are correctly identified as something that should be taken on a trip 
to the Klondike. However, saccharin packs (Option C) were not 
included in the list of necessary items. To earn credit for this 
response, both Option A and Option E must be selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Neither sleeping bags 
(Option B) nor evaporated eggs (Option D) were included in the list 
of necessary items. To earn credit for this response, both Option A 
and Option E must be selected. 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 19 28079 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in 
a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. (RI.6.6)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the tone of the passage is 
supportive of women going on the gold rush, this is not Strong's purpose in 
writing the passage, or even something that the article focuses on. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While Strong mentions sugar as 
important to take, this is a minor detail and is not the purpose for the author 
writing the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The author wrote the passage to show what 
advice Annie Hall Strong had for women who wished to go on the gold rush. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the passage does mention 
sleeping bags and Strong presents an argument against taking them on the 
trip, this is not the author's purpose for writing the passage. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 20 27146 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Compare and contrast one author’s presentation 
of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a 
biography on the same person). (RI.6.9)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the author of Passage 1 
states that he was "nervous," that does not in and of itself support the claim 
from Passage 2. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although this sentence conveys an 
action the author is taking, this fails to support the claim. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This sentence, which shows the author of 
Passage 1 pitching a tent in the rain, clearly supports the claim of the author in 
Passage 2. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although this sentence mentions the 
amenities of the town, it does not support the claim in Passage 2. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 21 27152 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
(RI.6.1)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the author in Passage 1 mentions 
his friends, this is not something that connects to Passage 2, so Hall would not 
agree with this based on the information in the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Most of Passage 2 is about what is good or not 
good to take on the gold rush. It is safe to infer that Strong would agree that 
lighter loads work better, so taking what is necessary is crucial. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the author in Passage 1 mentions 
how lovely the landscape is, this is not something that Strong would agree with 
based on information in Passage 2. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the author in Passage 1 mentions 
resting, he does so in a reflective tone. This is not something that the 
information in Passage 2 correlates with and that Strong would agree with. 
 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Students who picked option C in Part A 
would incorrectly choose this answer for support. This excerpt does not support 
the idea that you should only take with you what is necessary. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Students who picked option A in Part A 
would incorrectly choose this answer for support. This excerpt does not support 
the idea that you should only take with you what is necessary. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This sentence supports the idea that you should 
only take what is necessary, as the miners were forced to ditch extraneous 
things that were heavy. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students who picked option D in Part A 
would incorrectly choose this answer for support. This excerpt does not support 
the idea that you should only take with you what is necessary. 
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Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points). The inference that Annie Hall 
would agree with the idea that you should take only what is 
necessary in Part A is supported by the quote from paragraph 6, 
which is Option C in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). The inference that Annie 
Hall would agree with the idea that you should take only what is 
necessary in Part A is correct. However, the quote from paragraph 4 
(Option A of Part B) does not support that inference. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). The inference that Annie 
Hall would agree with the idea that you should take only what is 
necessary in Part A is correct. However, the quote from paragraph 5 
(Option B of Part B) does not support that inference. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Option C in Part A is not an 
inference with which Annie Hall would agree. Even though Option C 
in Part B is correct, to earn any credit the idea of taking only what is 
needed (Option B) must be selected in Part A. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Option A in Part A is not an 
inference with which Annie Hall would agree. To earn any credit, 
Option B (taking only what is necessary) must be selected as an 
inference with which Annie Hall would agree. 
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Question 22 31708 

 
32114 
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Points Possible: 10 
 
Topic: Writing   
 
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. (W.6.2)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 4 
Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to 
be synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may 
be used for the development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 10 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

4 4 2 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response 
remains focused on explaining the hardships hikers faced when 
traveling to the Klondike. The piece is well organized, includes 
logical transitions between paragraphs and uses signal words to 
indicate movement from one topic to another. The introduction and 
conclusion add to the cohesiveness of the response. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. Descriptions of the hardships 
travelers to the Klondike faced are clearly supported by evidence 
from the text. Elaborations are varied in type and are focused on 
the points being made and do not include extraneous information. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions. The response shows a grade appropriate 
understanding of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 
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Sample Response: 9 points 

 
 



101 (2021) 
  

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

4 3 2 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. There is a clearly 
stated controlling idea that goes beyond repetition of the question 
being asked. The response is well organized and remains focused on 
the task and purpose. The opening and closing paragraphs give the 
response a sense of coherence, and the ideas within the piece 
progress logically from one to another. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. The response includes 
evidence from both passages. At times, the evidence is only loosely 
connected to the focus of the task. Domain specific vocabulary is 
present and sentence structure is varied throughout the response. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions. There are few errors in mechanics and punctuation. 
Adequate sentence formation is evident across the response. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

3 3 2 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The controlling idea, 
hardships faced by travelers to the Klondike, is maintained 
throughout. The organizational structure provides a sense of 
completeness to the response. There is a clear introduction and 
conclusion that frame the response. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. Evidence is integrated 
throughout in an effort to support the focus and the information 
provided. There are places where the evidence is loosely 
connected to the point being made. The response includes 
adequate elaboration. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions. While there are some errors in spelling, they do not 
impede meaning of the response. Capitalization and punctuation 
are appropriate for the grade level. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

3 2 2 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response 
includes a controlling idea that is sustained across the response. 
There is evidence of some loosely related material included in the 
piece. A simple organizational strategy is used to move the reader 
through the piece (opening paragraph, first reason, next, lastly). Few 
transitional strategies are used to move from one idea to the next. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. Evidence is weakly 
integrated into the response and at times is unrelated to the task. 
Elaborative techniques are repetitious and are not directly related 
to the points being made at times. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions. Punctuation and capitalization rules are followed 
throughout the piece. There are a few errors in usage, but no 
patterns of errors are present. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

2 2 2 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The controlling idea 
(There are challenges while traveling through the Klondike) is 
focused on the task but is not sustained throughout the response. 
Extraneous information is included in several places. The response 
has a simple organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. Evidence from the passages 
is included but at times contradicts the controlling idea. An attempt 
at elaboration is made; however, it is often ineffective and 
irrelevant. In the same way as the evidence, the elaboration often 
contradicts the focus and purpose of the task. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions. Adequate command of punctuation and 
capitalization is evident. The response has very few spelling or usage 
errors. 
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Sample Response: 5 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

2 2 1 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response shows 
evidence of a basic organizational structure and includes transition 
words to move from one paragraph to another. Ideas progress 
unevenly; however, loosely related material is also included. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. There is evidence of 
information that is related to the passages. Much of the discussion is 
personal elaboration that is connected to the topic without being 
text based. Domain specific words are used appropriately in several 
parts of the response. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions. There are a number of grammatical and structural 
errors that impact meaning. Spelling is inconsistent throughout. 
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Sample Response: 4 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 1 2 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. There is a controlling 
idea (We need to respect those women who went on that hike); 
however, it is unrelated to the task. The response includes many 
extraneous ideas and shows little in the way of organization. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration. A limited amount of 
information from the passages is included; however, while it is loosely 
connected to the task, it is unrelated to the controlling idea of the 
piece. Elaboration is confusing and often unrelated to the task. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions. An adequate understanding of capitalization and 
punctuation are evident. While there are some usage errors, they do 
not impede understanding. 
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Sample Response: 3 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 1 1 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response 
includes a focus statement (there are many callanges to being a 
miner). However, the response is too brief to show evidence of 
organization or transitional strategies. The information included in the 
response does not sustain the purpose of the task. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration. There is evidence from each 
of the passages; however, it is only loosely related to the purpose 
and task. Most of the sentences are simple constructions. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions. The response does not show an understanding of 
capitalization (beginning of sentences, proper names). Words are 
missing from sentences, making the response difficult to read in 
places. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 1 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. There is no 
controlling idea in the response, and the information included is not 
related to the purpose of the task. While there are numerals that are 
supposed to reflect an organizational structure, they serve little 
purpose. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit (0 points) 
for Evidence and Elaboration. There is little information from the 
passages, and what is included is unrelated to the task. Elaboration 
is present, but it is confusing and unfocused. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions. Sentence structure is awkward throughout. 
Capitalization and punctuation are marginal. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. There is no evidence 
of a controlling idea, and the little information included is unrelated. 
The response is too brief to show an organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit (0 points) 
for Evidence and Elaboration. The single sentence includes no 
evidence from the passages. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions. The response is too brief to show an understanding of 
the conventions of standard English. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly copied 
from the prompt/passages. 



115 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly copied 
from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly copied 
from the prompt/passages. 




