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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

23 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word 
choices on meaning, mood, 
and tone, including analogies 
or allusions to other texts. 
(RL.8.4) 

Level 2 D 1 point 

24 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word 
choices on meaning, mood, 
and tone, including analogies 
or allusions to other texts. 
(RL.8.4) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

25 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how particular lines 
of dialogue or incidents in a 
story or drama propel the 
action, reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a 
decision. (RL.8.3) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

26 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how particular lines 
of dialogue or incidents in a 
story or drama propel the 
action, reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a 
decision. (RL.8.3) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

27 

Evidence
-Based 
Selected 
Response 

Literary 

Cite the textual evidence that 
most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RL.8.1) 

Level 2 --- 2 points 

28 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Cite the textual evidence that 
most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.8.1) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

29 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words or 
phrases based on grade 8 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. (L.8.4) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

30 
Multi-
Select 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze how a text makes 
connections among and 
distinctions between 
individuals, ideas, or events 
(e.g., through comparisons, 
analogies, or categories). 
(RI.8.3) 

Level 1 B, E 1 point 

31 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze in detail the structure 
of a specific paragraph in a 
text, including the role of 
particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key 
concept. (RI.8.5) 

Level 2 D 1 point 

32 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze in detail the structure 
of a specific paragraph in a 
text, including the role of 
particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key 
concept. (RI.8.5) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

33 

Evidence
-Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Analyze informational text 
development. a. Determine  
a central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over 
the course of the text, 
including its relationship  
to supporting ideas.  
b. Incorporate central ideas 
and their relationships into an 
objective summary of the 
text. (RI.8.2) 

Level 3 D; 
B, D 2 points 

34 
Multi-
Select 
Item 

Informational 

Cite the textual evidence that 
most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.8.1) 

Level 2 A, E 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

35 Extended 
Response Writing 

Write arguments to support 
claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. (W.8.1) 

Level 4 --- 10 
points 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) refers to the complexity of thinking required to complete  
a task in a given item. Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. Items with a DOK 2 designation 
require students to make decisions, solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or 
locate supportive details. Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive 
tasks such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, justifying, or 
proving a statement, or approaching abstract and complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 
items will be developed at the DOK 3 level for each set of items written to a passage  
or passage set. Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to be 
synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may be used for the 
development of extended response items in ELA.



1 (2021) 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Stimulus for Questions 23 – 27 
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Stimulus for Questions 23 – 27 977 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 23 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 23 27760 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning, mood, and tone, including analogies or allusions to other 
texts. (RL.8.4)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although a person might be angry 
about the lack of light, context shows that the wife is more sad than angry. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although a person might be confused 
about the lack of light, context shows that the wife is more sad than confused. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although a person might be in denial 
about the lack of light, context shows that the wife is more sad than in denial. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – This term has a strong connotation of great 
disapproval and unhappiness and the context emphasizes that the wife is sad 
at the lack of light at nighttime. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 24 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 24 27759 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning, mood, and tone, including analogies or allusions to other 
texts. (RL.8.4)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – This is one of several words used in the passage, 
such as “dazzling,” “brilliant,” and “marvelous” that emphasize amazement. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the term “wonder” is 
sometimes used in connection with confusion, context shows that the 
sentence doesn’t emphasize confusion. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the term “wonder” is 
sometimes used in connection with curiosity, context shows that the sentence 
is more focused on amazement. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the term “wonder” is 
sometimes used in connection with being uncertain, context shows that the 
sentence is more focused on amazement. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 25 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 25 27757 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a decision. (RL.8.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The author emphasizes this by the glowing 
descriptions the narrator gives of what they’ve found. The narrator emphasizes 
how impressed they are by noting, “Pressed as we were for time, I could not 
help stopping to admire this feathered colony.” 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although in the paragraph the narrator 
offers a number of comparisons to other animals, the comparisons are to 
broad examples, not specific things on the island. There is nothing in the 
paragraph, one way or the other, about how many places they’ve visited on 
the island. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the passage later suggests 
the pair have been exploring a long time, this paragraph does not provide 
any specific details about how long the two have been exploring the island. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the characters appear to still 
be learning about the island, this does not suggest that they don’t know how 
to navigate around the island. In fact, the text shows the pair wandering 
around the island and easily returning back to their home. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 26 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 26 27764 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a decision. (RL.8.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. When considering this resource’s 
potential, the narrator describes how bottles are made, and explains how they 
will use a similar process to make shoes. However, this dialogue is not focused 
on comparing two key ideas. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The dialogue reveals that the narrator and his 
family are lacking good shoes, and then the narrator describes how they will 
solve this problem by utilizing this resource. This problem/solution thinking 
regarding the island’s resources is repeated throughout the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the narrator does describe 
how he intends to make shoes in the future, there is no discussion of decisions 
regarding upcoming obstacles around the island’s resources, as they seem 
plentiful. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the narrator describes how 
people make rubber bottles from the gum that he and Fritz have found, the 
information does not add details about decisions regarding the island’s 
resources as described in the setting, or otherwise. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 27 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 27 27761 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The discussion of using rubber sap to make boots 
highlights that the narrator is resourceful. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the discussion talks about 
intricate designs in making rubber bottles, the discussion of rubber as a whole 
focuses on the narrator's resourcefulness, not his craft and skill. The paragraph 
does not show the narrator to be a skilled woodworker. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the narrator discusses “India-
rubber” and has a knowledge of rubber making, there is nothing in the 
discussion about his travels. Instead, it is focused on his resourcefulness. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the desire to make boots out 
of rubber might suggest a desire to replicate things he had at home, the 
paragraph is focused on his resourcefulness at using what he has, not on what 
he misses. 
 
Part B 
 
“We talked of the caoutchouc, and new boots, with great delight during 
supper; and, afterwards, my wife looked with exceeding content at her bag of 
candle-berries, anticipating the time when we should not have to go to bed, 
as we did now, as soon as the sun set.” selected 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. (RL.8.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 27 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because the correct answers 
are selected in Part A and Part B. 



21 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 1 point  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the correct 
answer; however, the answer selected for Part B is incorrect and 
does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this item, both 
Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the correct 
answer; however, the answer selected for Part B is incorrect and 
does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this item, both 
Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the correct 
answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In order 
to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct. In order to earn partial credit for this item, Part A must be 
correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Stimulus for Questions 28 – 35 
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Stimulus for Questions 28 – 35 1003 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 28 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 28 27347 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. (RI.8.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the tires in the image are the 
reasons for the ecological blunder, the image just shows tires underwater, not 
how they are an ecological blunder. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The image includes a significant number of 
underwater tires, but they are not the reef formation that creators initially 
hoped. The image includes one fish and nothing that looks like coral, amongst 
a sea of tires. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although this image depicts a failed 
tire reef system, it does not convey the failure of tire reef systems in other 
locations throughout the globe. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although this image includes tires like 
the ones Gov. Crist hopes to clean up, the image does not include tires being 
removed, nor does the image explicitly refer to one particular tire reef 
location. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 29 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 29 26225 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (L.8.4)   
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The word "hindsight" in paragraph 11 indicates 
that scientists are able to tell how destructive the project was looking back on 
it, whereas at the time they were doing good. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although hindsight indicates that the 
scientists are now able to see the error of their project, it does not indicate that 
they found ways to correct these errors in time. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The word "hindsight" indicates that the 
project can now be seen as destructive after time has passed, but it does not 
indicate that this should have been a predictable result. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The word "hindsight" indicates that the 
project can now be seen as destructive given the benefit of time and more 
information, not that more time needs to pass before the project can be 
deemed a success or failure. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 30 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 30 26231 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Analyze how a text makes connections among 
and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through 
comparisons, analogies, or categories). (RI.8.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 
Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it describes an opinion of a marine biologist, but this biologist is 
talking about the intent of the project. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – The marine biologist is reflecting on the 
disappointment of the previous artificial reef project. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it includes a way that the government stepped in to help clean up 
efforts, but it does not reflect the opinion of a marine biologist. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it describes the project as “ill-fated,” but McAllister put the project 
together hoping it would be successful and could not expect that it was “ill-
fated.” 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – Students should choose this option because it 
shows that marine biologists understand the purpose behind the unsuccessful 
project. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 30 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two correct 
answers are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the selected 
answers is incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both 
selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the two selected 
answers are incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both 
selections must be correct. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 31 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



44 (2021) 
  

Question 31 28025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific 
paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept. (RI.8.5) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the people mentioned in the 
passage are interested in science, they are being profiled in the passage and 
do not necessarily represent a growing trend among young people. Also, the 
focus of the sentence and the rest of the passage is on the impact and 
success of the project, not just the age of the people who worked on it. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the people mentioned in the 
passage are young, they are important because of the success of their 
project, not because of their age. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Jeffers and her friends did 
work hard on the project, this sentence really highlights sustainability for 
“generations to come,” an idea that is developed throughout the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – This paragraph sets up a detailed description of 
an artificial reef project created by Girl Scouts that has thus far proven 
successful. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 32 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 32 26232 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific 
paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept. (RI.8.5) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Jasmine’s statement that “After I’m gone, it will 
still be here for my grandchildren.” shows the longer impact of the actions she 
is taking now to help build artificial reefs. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While there is a step-by-step process 
outlined in the passage, it is not done in this paragraph and it is not about 
ecosystems. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While it is revealed that the girls were in 
Girl Scouts, that is not done in this paragraph. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While it is implied that parents and 
schools worked together in this passage to achieve a goal, that is not covered 
in this paragraph. 

 
 
Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 33 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 33 26229 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The idea of good intentions is brought 
up in both passages. However, good intentions in Passage 1 were not 
sufficient to fixing reefs. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While this may be a conclusion drawn 
after reading both passages, it is not a central idea of either passage. Passage 
1 addresses a reef project that was unsuccessful, and Passage 2 describes one 
that was successful, but neither makes a comment on the effectiveness of 
state-run versus local projects. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This option may be appealing to 
students who are only looking at Passage 1. Despite the costs in Passage 2, the 
fixes are working and are worthwhile. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – This is the central idea in both passages. 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development.  
a. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting 
ideas. b. Incorporate central ideas and their relationships into an 
objective summary of the text. (RI.8.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Part B 
 
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Although this sentence describes the 
problem with artificial reefs, it does not support the central idea that many 
people worked hard to help marine systems with artificial reef projects. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – This sentence describes the combined 
efforts of biologists, scientists, and divers to clean up the initial artificial reefs. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. Although this sentence describes 
the confusion surrounding the failure of the first tire reef attempts, it does not 
support the central idea that many people worked hard to help marine 
systems with artificial reef projects. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – This sentence describes how high school 
students contributed to the artificial reef effort. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. Although this option identifies a way 
in which humans contributed to saving reefs, it does not support the idea that 
many people contributed to the effort. 
 
Rationale for Sixth Option: This is incorrect. Although this option describes the 
potential impact of the reef balls, it does not focus on the combined efforts of 
different people. It also mentions the students, but only to provide an idea 
about a timeline (referencing the fact that they will graduate, but not 
mentioning who will take over the care of the reefs once they do). 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2021 Item Release 

 
Question 33 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because the correct answer 
is selected in Part A and both of the correct answers are selected in 
Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point  
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Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the correct 
answer; however, one of the answers selected for Part B is incorrect. 
In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must 
be correct in their entirety. 



58 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 1 point  

 
 

 



59 (2021) 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the correct 
answer; however, both of the answers selected for Part B are 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 
Part B must be correct in their entirety. 



60 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 



61 (2021) 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the correct 
answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In order 
to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct. In order to earn partial credit for this item, Part A must be 
correct. 



62 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 



63 (2021) 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 



64 (2021) 
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Question 34 26230 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. (RI.8.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



66 (2021) 
  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: Key – “Free[ing] up space in clogged landfills” is one 
way that artificial reef projects benefit people. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. Dumping unwanted tires in the 
ocean could benefit people, but that idea is not developed in this sentence. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. This involves volunteers, but the 
point is not that the volunteers are benefiting but that the ocean benefits from 
people’s volunteer work. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This relates to a benefit of artificial 
reef projects, but the benefit described is to marine life, not people. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – One way people can benefit from artificial 
reef projects is that they bring communities together with the common goal of 
preserving the reefs for future generations. 
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Question 34 

 
Sample Responses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



68 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two correct 
answers are selected. 



69 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the selected 
answers is incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both 
selections must be correct. 



70 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the two selected 
answers are incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both 
selections must be correct. 
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Question 35  32110 

 
32114 
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Points Possible: 10 
 
Topic: Writing   
 
Content Standard: Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. (W.81)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 4 
Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to 
be synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may 
be used for the development of extended response items in ELA. 



74 (2021) 
  

Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 35 

 
Sample Responses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



77 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 10 points 

 
 



78 (2021) 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

4 4 2 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response is fully 
sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, 
and task with an effective organizational structure, earning the 
maximum four points in the assigned category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit (4 points) 
for Evidence and Elaboration for providing thorough, convincing, 
and credible support while citing evidence for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in Conventions 
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions. 



80 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 9 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



81 (2021) 
  

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

4 3 2 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is fully 
sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, 
and task with an effective organizational structure, earning the 
maximum four points in the assigned category. The response offers a 
clear controlling idea that is maintained throughout; it also 
demonstrates a logical progression of ideas, a variety of transitions 
and a satisfying introduction and conclusion. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing adequate 
support when incorporating and citing evidence for the controlling 
idea. There is also an adequate use of elaborative techniques and 
some variation in sentence structure. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in Conventions 
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions. 



82 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 8 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



83 (2021) 
  

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

3 3 2 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is 
adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, 
audience, and task with an evident organizational structure and an 
adequate use of a variety of transitional strategies to clarify the 
relationships between and among ideas. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing adequate 
support when incorporating and citing evidence for the controlling 
idea. There is also an adequate expression of ideas and vocabulary 
and some variation in sentence structure. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in Conventions 
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions. 



84 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 7 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



85 (2021) 
  

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

3 2 2 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is 
adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, 
audience, and task with an evident organizational structure, earning 
three out of four points in the assigned category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response provides 
weak, cursory support for the controlling idea and an insufficient use 
of elaborative techniques. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in Conventions 
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions. 



86 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 6 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



87 (2021) 
  

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

3 2 1 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is 
adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, 
audience, and task with an evident organizational structure and an 
adequate use of a variety of transitional strategies to clarify the 
relationships between and among ideas. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response provides 
weak, cursory support for the controlling idea and an insufficient use 
of elaborative techniques. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 



88 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 5 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



89 (2021) 
  

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

2 2 1 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. While this response 
has a controlling idea, it is insufficiently sustained within the purpose, 
audience, and task. Likewise, its organization is inconsistent and 
presents an uneven progression of ideas. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response provides 
weakly integrated evidence from sources with an ineffective use of 
elaborative techniques. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 



90 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 4 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

2 1 1 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. While this response 
has a controlling idea, it is insufficiently sustained within the purpose, 
audience, and task. In addition, this response has an uneven 
progression of ideas from beginning to end with an inadequate 
introduction and conclusion. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory support 
for the controlling idea. Likewise, the expression of ideas is vague 
and unclear. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 



91 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 3 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 1 1 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is 
related to the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the 
purpose, audience, and task. In addition, it is too brief to 
demonstrate knowledge of focus or organization. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory support 
for the controlling idea. Likewise, there is minimal, erroneous, or 
irrelevant evidence or citations from the source material. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 



92 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 1 0 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. While it has one 
controlling idea, it is only tangentially related to the required 
purpose and task. In addition, it has an unclear thesis statement and 
a limited organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory support 
for the controlling idea. Likewise, the expression of ideas is vague 
and unclear. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) in Conventions 
because the response demonstrates a lack of command of basic 
conventions. 



93 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 0 0 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response is 
related to the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the 
purpose, audience, and task and has no discernible organizational 
structure, earning one out of four possible points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit (0 points) 
for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides no support for the 
controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) in Conventions 
because the response demonstrates a lack of command of basic 
conventions. 



94 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 0 point 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response is 
minimally related to the topic, demonstrates no awareness of the 
purpose, audience, and task and has no discernible organizational 
structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit (0 points) 
for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides no support for the 
controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) in Conventions 
because the response demonstrates a lack of command of basic 
conventions. 



95 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not enough 
original student work in comparison to text directly copied from the 
prompt/passages. 



96 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not enough 
original student work in comparison to text directly copied from the 
prompt/passages. 



97 (2021) 
  

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not enough 
original student work in comparison to text directly copied from the 
prompt/passages. 




