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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES...
Community Mini-Grants Program
Deadline: 7/31/2020 11:59 PM (EST)
Grants of up to $5,000: Funding is intended to support programs
designed to: increase access to dental care for at-risk populations,
and educate about and improve children’s oral health, especially in
school-based settings.
https://www.deltadentalmi.com/giving-back/Grants/MiniGrants/Community-Mini-Grants-Program-Application

Lemelson-MIT InvenTeams Grant
Deadline: 9/8/2020

Grants of up to $10,000 STEM educators affiliated with high
schools to lead student teams I a hands-on STEM challenge.
https://lemelsonmit.smapply.io/prog/lemelsonmit_inventeam_grant/

Title 1 Crate
Every Title1Crate user has access to our FREE 30-45
minute live refresher training webinars. A certified educator hosts each live webinar training. Click on this link to
see the dates:

Campus Training Webinars
Have you tried the new CrateIt mobile phone app with
Title1Crate? Upload documentation to Title1Crate from
your phone. It’s secure, super easy and cool to use! Go
the App Store or Google Play to download the
free CrateIt app today .

Classroom Technology Grant Program
Deadline: Ongoing

Inkind grants to school districts for the installation of advanced AV technology solutions in classrooms.
http://www.extronclassroom.com/classroom/grants.aspx

OSGC Student-Innovative-Creative-Hands-on Project
Deadline: Ongoing
Grants up to $5,000 to support hands-on projects related to STEM,
aeronautics, space science and engineering and earth science.
http://www.osgc.org/projectfunding.html

All grant applications must go through the CCS grant endorsement
process and be approved by the Grant Review Committee prior to
submission.

Did You Know? New Terms in ESSA
Blended learning leverages both technology-based and face-toface instruction.

Challenging state academic standards generally encompasses
academic content and achievement. Academic standards are
required for mathematics, reading or language arts, science,
and any other subjects the states determine. A new requirement is that states must demonstrate their standards align with
entrance requirements for credit-bearing coursework, in their
state systems of public higher education and state career and
technical education standards
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Calendar Events
 May 13 - Grant Committee Review Meeting
 May 27 - Grant Committee Review Meeting
RESOURCES

CCS State and Federal Department → Grants
Grants.gov
Foundationcenter.com
Follett Master List of Grants

6 Tips for Teaching Remotely Over the
Long Haul of the Coronavirus
Most educators in the United States are still adjusting to the
reality that they'll be spending at least the next couple months
teaching their students remotely. Schools in east Asia, where
the COVID-19 outbreak began late last year, have gotten a
head start because most schools have already been closed
since early February.
Much of the discussion in America about remote teaching has
focused on whether schools are prepared, and how they can
get up to speed to serve students with a variety of needs. But
longer-term considerations will soon come into play: How can I
keep my students engaged for weeks at a time? Should I
maintain the pace at which I normally teach? How are my students feeling about this unprecedented situation?
For some answers to questions like those, Education Week
talked to Connie Kim, the middle school principal of Hong
Kong International School (HKIS), which serves nearly 3,000
K-12 students. She's been an educator for 23 years and an
administrator for eight. But this school year is her first as principal at HKIS, she's never taught online before, and while the
school has 1-to-1 program, it had never before needed to offer
full-time virtual instruction to all students.
Continued pg 3
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Title1Crate: CAMPUS User Training
Click link to register: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
rt/8788179112367790849
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6 Tips for Teaching Remotely (continued)

"They had to build the plane as they were flying it," Kim
said. "They're just as resilient as the kids."

She was thankful at the start of the shutdown to have
some relevant credentials, though. She's finishing up a
doctoral dissertation on online education, and her school
developed some remote teaching protocols last fall during
closures related to nationwide protests.

It's important to make sure students feel supported by the
entire institution during a time of crisis, so Kim has asked
each department to share resources

Schools in Hong Kong are currently scheduled to reopen
April 20, but Kim's school is operating as if they'll remain
closed even longer. Here's what Kim recommends for
educators thinking about teaching remotely for the long
haul.
Don't force yourself to replicate a typical school
day. In the early weeks of the shutdown, Kim's school set
up a block schedule reminiscent of the one students experience in person.

But that schedule wasn't entirely effective in a remote
context. Students in elective courses were struggling to
complete projects in time for scheduled class sessions.
Administrators also hadn't figured out the ideal use of
time teachers were spending on videoconference sessions with their students.
Now each day includes four hour-long block periods, with
the first 15 to 20 minutes reserved for live videoconferencing between teachers and students. The structure of
the day is much different than a typical school day, but
more conducive to balancing students' structured and
self-directed time, she said.
Build in screen-less time for students. Many schools in
the U.S. have students who don't have access to Wi-Fi or
digital devices at home. But for those that do, Kim recommends being mindful that they're not being overexposed
to those devices, particularly given recent research linking
screen time with delayed language development.
On March 18, the school implemented a "wellness day"—
a one-day reprieve from the exhausting pace of teaching
and learning every day in this new format, especially given the extenuating circumstances of the pandemic.
"We'd been going full force," she said.
The school has also built in time each day for students to
read, play outside, or complete other tasks that don't involve screens, Kim said.
Don't sacrifice professional development. Teachers
are overwhelmed by the new technology tools they have
to start using and the new approaches they have to take
to keep students engaged. Kim's school has maintained
regular collaborative sessions, via Zoom, for educators to
"calibrate" their teaching and share tips and insights.
(Download Education Week's guide to using videoconference platforms safely and effectively.)
Kim wishes those sessions had been more robust when
the shutdown started. But now they're a valuable time to
examine how virtual lessons are going, and how they
might be fine-tuned.

"Your video lesson that you see as a sixth grade math
student may not be your teacher on the video, but you
know that's one of the teachers in the math department,"
she said.

Be consistent. Early on, letting individual teachers devise their own teaching plans made for a chaotic and confusing landscape for students and parents to navigate. The school has since emphasized common protocols, like sharing information primarily on the learning
management system Schoology.
"For a student who has seven classes, he or she can find
the information the same way no matter what class they
have," Kim said.
That approach also helps parents with multiple students
in different grades.
Don't assume something isn't possible until you've
tried it. Kim and her colleagues initially thought offering
personalized instruction and support to any extent would
be impossible. But they've since found some creative
strategies, like using breakout rooms in video chats and
connecting students who need extra help to learning specialists.

Some of those efforts, including setting up protocols for
teachers' office hours, are still in progress and in flux.
"The silver lining is that teachers are collaborating more
than ever," Kim said.
Take it slow, for everyone's sake. It's not going to be
possible to teach at the same pace as usual, Kim said.
That's especially true as the pandemic wears on. "Our
kids have been doing this for over eight weeks, and we're
sensing a lull of enthusiasm. The novelty of being on
Zoom and working from home is wearing out now," she
said. Some students who are typically outgoing in class
have also been more reticent to speak up while dealing
with the awkwardness of a virtual chat.

Kim recommends teachers develop methods for gauging
students' comprehension and progress, and accept that
they might need to repeat certain lessons more than they
normally would before students are ready to move on.
"It's a constant cycle of us having to regroup, recharge,
having to be the cheerleaders for our students and our
parents," she said
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