
   2 

COMING TO SCHOOL LATE OR LEAVING EARLY? OHIO LAW 
NOW SAYS THAT’S THE SAME AS SKIPPING SCHOOL 
THAT’S THE. 
Ohio Law (HB 410) recently changed how Columbus City Schools must track missed 
class time. 
No longer are absences tracked only by number of days your child has missed. Lost 

time is now 
counted by how many hours your child is out of class, both excused and unexcused. 

EXCESSIVE ABSENCES 
Students are expected to be in class the entire school day. Miss too much time - even if it’s for 
doctor’s appointments 
or family vacations - and the new law will now require the District to send families an official written 
notice 

that your child has “excessive absences.” 
You’ll receive an excessive absence warning letter in the mail when your child is: 
• Absent 38 hours or more in one school month with or without legitimate excuse. 
• Absent 65 hours or more in one school year with or without legitimate excuse. 
We need your help to make sure that your student arrives on time and is regularly attending school 
through the end 
of the school day. Try to avoid appointments, trips, or delays that might keep your child out of class, 
even if it’s only 
for a brief period of time. Lost time adds up. 

HABITUAL TRUANT 
If your child is excessively absent without a legitimate excuse, the new 
law labels him/her as “habitually truant.” This happens after your child is:  
• Absent 30 hours or more consecutive hours without legitimate excuse. 
• Absent 42 or more hours in one school month without legitimate excuse. 
• Absent 72 hours or more in one school year without legitimate excuse. 

IN TEAM Intervention Teams 
When a student reaches this high level of unexcused missed class time, Ohio 
Law requires the District to set up an Intervention Team to determine why the child is habitually 
truant and what 
supports are needed to keep them in school. 
You as the parent or guardian - or someone representing your family - must be part of this 
Intervention 
Team and contribute to developing and following the plan established.  
Other supportive options may include counseling, parent education, mediation, and/or juvenile 
justice intervention 

programs. A complaint for truancy may be filed, if applicable. 
Columbus City Schools looks forward to partnering together with 
students, families, and our community partners to identify and work 
through any attendance barriers. 
If you have questions, please talk with your child’s principal 
or call our Office of Customer Relations at 614.365.8888. 

in 



   3 

Ohio Law (HB 410) recently changed how Columbus City Schools must track missed 
class time. 

No longer are absences tracked only by number of days your child has missed. Lost 
time is now 
counted by how many hours your child is out of class, both excused and unexcused. 

EXCESSIVE ABSENCES 
Students are expected to be in class the entire school day. Miss too much time - even if it’s for 
doctor’s appointments 
or family vacations - and the new law will now require the District to send families an official written 

notice 
that your child has “excessive absences.” 
You’ll receive an excessive absence warning letter in the mail when your child is: 
• Absent 38 hours or more in one school month with or without legitimate excuse. 
• Absent 65 hours or more in one school year with or without legitimate excuse.  
We need your help to make sure that your student arrives on time and is regularly attending school 
through the end 
of the school day. Try to avoid appointments, trips, or delays that might keep your child out of class, 
even if it’s only 
for a brief period of time. Lost time adds up. 

HABITUAL TRUANT 
If your child is excessively absent without a legitimate excuse, the new 
law labels him/her as “habitually truant.” This happens after your child is:  
• Absent 30 hours or more consecutive hours without legitimate excuse. 
• Absent 42 or more hours in one school month without legitimate excuse. 
• Absent 72 hours or more in one school year without legitimate excuse. 

IN TEAM Intervention Teams 
When a student reaches this high level of unexcused missed class time, Ohio Law requires the 
District to set up 
an Intervention Team to determine why the child is habitually truant and what supports are needed 
to keep them 
in school. 
You as the parent or guardian - or someone representing your family - must be part of this 
Intervention 
Team and contribute to developing and following the plan established.  

Other supportive options may include counseling, parent education, mediation, and/or juvenile 
justice intervention 
programs. A complaint for truancy may be filed, if applicable. 
Columbus City Schools looks forward to partnering together with 
students, families, and our community partners to identify and work 
through any attendance barriers. 
If you have questions, please talk with your child’s principal or call our Office of Customer Relations 
at 614.365.8888 

 
Regular attendance in school is critical to student learning and 
success. 

STUDENT DRESS CODE 

   The Columbus Board of Education has reaffirmed its commitment to ensure a positive climate for 
learning in all our schools in class, on campus and at school events.  The Board of Education believes 
that appropriate dress and grooming contribute to a productive learning environment.  Students are 


